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The Federal Aviation Administration’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM)1 for 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) part 145 proposes retaining the current 
regulations, slightly amended as necessary to accommodate the transition, appended with the “new” regulation for 24 months. New applicants would be required 
to comply upon the final rule’s effective date; repair stations certificated before the effective date would have 24 months to show compliance with the new rule. 
 
The chart below compares the current regulation with the proposed regulation; each section is followed by the agency’s justification for the change (i.e., the 
preamble language) in italics. The chart does not contain the proposed “transitional” amendments to subparts A through E that will be removed 24 months after the 
effective date or proposed changes to parts 43 and 91. For a red-lined document illustrating the current vs. proposed regulation, click here. 
 

14 CFR Part 145 NPRM 

Subpart A—General Subpart F—General 

§ 145.1 Applicability. This part describes how to obtain a repair station 
certificate. This part also contains the rules a certificated repair station must 
follow related to its performance of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations of an aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or 
component part to which part 43 applies. It also applies to any person who 
holds, or is required to hold, a repair station certificate issued under this part. 

§ 145.1001 Applicability. Subparts F through J of this part: (a) Describe how to 
obtain a repair station certificate after [effective date of rule]. (b) Contain the 
rules a repair station receiving a certificate must follow related to its 
performance of maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations of civil 
aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines, propellers, appliances, or component parts 
to which part 43 of this chapter applies. (c) Apply to any person who holds out 
as an FAA-certificated repair station. 

A new applicability statement is necessary to address the transition period. This language would direct applicants to subparts F through J for the regulations that 
would apply to them. This new section would continue to state that a repair station certificate is issued for the performance of maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, and alterations on civil products to which part 43 applies. The FAA cannot compel a person to hold a repair station certificate, so the phrase in 
current § 145.1 or is required to hold would be deleted as unnecessary. The FAA proposes instead that the rules would apply to any person who holds out as an 
FAA-certificated repair station. 

§ 145.3 Definition of terms. For the purposes of this part, the following 
definitions apply: (a) Accountable manager means the person designated by 
the certificated repair station who is responsible for and has the authority over 
all repair station operations that are conducted under part 145, including 
ensuring that repair station personnel follow the regulations and serving as the 
primary contact with the FAA. (b) Article means an aircraft, airframe, aircraft 
engine, propeller, appliance, or component part. (c) Directly in charge means 
having the responsibility for the work of a certificated repair station that 
performs maintenance, preventive maintenance, alterations, or other functions 

§ 145.1003 Definition of terms. For the purposes of subparts F through J of 
this part, the following definitions apply: (a) Accountable manager means the 
person designated by the certificated repair station who is responsible for and 
has the authority over all repair station operations that are conducted under part 
145, including ensuring that repair station personnel follow the regulations, and 
serves as the primary contact with the FAA. (b) Article means an aircraft, 
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or component part. (c) Avionics 
are articles generally associated with the processing of digital electrical signals. 
Examples include: radios, navigation equipment, radar, data processors, and 

                                                      
1 77 FR 30054 
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affecting aircraft airworthiness. A person directly in charge does not need to 
physically observe and direct each worker constantly but must be available for 
consultation on matters requiring instruction or decision from higher authority. 
(d) Line maintenance means—(1) Any unscheduled maintenance resulting from 
unforeseen events; or (2) Scheduled checks that contain servicing and/or 
inspections that do not require specialized training, equipment, or facilities. 

cathode ray tubes. (d) Directly in charge means having the responsibility for the 
work of a certificated repair station that performs maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, alterations, or other functions affecting aircraft airworthiness. A 
person directly in charge does not need to physically observe and direct each 
worker constantly but must be readily available for consultation on matters 
requiring instruction or decision from higher authority. (e) Line maintenance 
means maintenance performed for an air carrier certificated under part 121 or 
part 135 of this chapter, or a foreign air carrier or foreign person operating a 
U.S.-registered aircraft in common carriage under part 129 of this chapter, 
which is generally performed at the ramp, parking area, or gate, and typically 
will not exceed 24 continuous hours per aircraft. 

Aviation electronic technology has advanced dramatically since the advent of the current ratings system. Because of these advancements, the ARAC 
recommended the addition of an avionics rating. The FAA proposed such a rating in the 2006 NPRM. The commenters generally opposed a separate avionics 
rating. Most of these commenters stated that avionics are components and should simply be identified as such. Moreover, other commenters stated that confusion 
would exist if avionics were made a separate category of component. To recognize advances in the field of aviation electronics and to reduce any confusion that 
exists regarding the differences and overlaps in the terms instruments, electronics, electrical systems, and avionics, the FAA is proposing to add a definition for the 
term ‘‘Avionics’’ in proposed § 145.1003(c). Under this definition, ‘‘Avionics’’ (i.e., aviation electronics) would be any component generally associated with 
processing digital electronic signals. Examples of such components include radios and navigation equipment, radar, and data processors. 

§ 145.5 Certificate operations specifications requirements. (a) No person 
may operate as a certificated repair station without, or in violation of, a repair 
station certificate, ratings, or operations specifications issued under this part. (b) 
The certificate and operations specifications issued to a certificated repair 
station must be available on the premises for inspection by the public and the 
FAA. 

§ 145.1005 Certificate and operations specifications requirements. (a) No 
person may operate as a certificated repair station without, or in violation of, a 
repair station certificate, rating, or operations specifications issued under this 
part. (b) The certificate and operations specifications issued to a certificated 
repair station must be available on the premises for inspection by the public and 
the FAA. 

 § 145.1012 Repair station records: Falsification, reproduction, or 
alteration. (a) No person may make or cause to be made: (1) Any fraudulent or 
intentionally false entry in any record or report (including any application for a 
repair station certificate or rating) that is required to be made, kept, or used to 
show compliance with any requirement under this part; (2) Any reproduction, for 
fraudulent purpose, of any record or report (including any application for a 
repair station certificate or rating) under this part; or (3) Any alteration, for 
fraudulent purpose, of any record or report (including any application for a 
repair station certificate or rating) under this part. (b) The commission by any 
person of an act prohibited under paragraph (a) of this section is a basis for 
suspending or revoking the repair station certificate and any certificate, 
approval, or authorization issued by the FAA held by that person. 

At present, part 145 does not contain a general prohibition against making fraudulent or intentionally false entries in repair station records or for making fraudulent 
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reproduction or alteration of records or reports. Other parts of the regulations do contain similar proscriptions. For example, part 43 contains such prohibitions for 
maintenance records or reports, with a consequence of suspension or revocation of the applicable airman, operator, or production certificate and other specified 
privileges (see § 43.12.). Other regulations contain similar prohibitions (e.g., intentionally false entries on applications and other records, and cheating on tests) 
with similar consequences (i.e., suspension or revocation of FAA-issued certificates or ratings (see. e.g., §§ 61.37, 61.59, 63.18, 63.20, 65.18, 65.20, and 
67.403.)). While § 43.12 provides for suspension or revocation of the applicable airman and other mentioned certificates and privileges for requisite maintenance 
record falsifications or fraudulent acts, it does not provide for repair station certificate suspension or revocation for the same kind of conduct. Therefore, the FAA is 
proposing a new § 145.12 in subpart A, and a new § 145.1012 in subpart F, that would be similar to § 43.12. Under 49 U.S.C. 44701, the FAA is charged with 
promoting aviation safety. The importance of accurate records and reports cannot be overstated. In view of the FAA’s limited resources, ‘‘the agency, and 
ultimately the flying public, depend heavily on the integrity of the system of self-reports.’’ Twomey v. National Transp. Safety Bd., 821 F.2d 63, 68 (1st Cir. 1987). 
Because of the importance of honest and trustworthy records and reports to aviation safety, the FAA believes that any person who makes or causes to be made 
an intentionally false or fraudulent entry in any record or report the agency needs to provide proper oversight of repair stations should be subject to enforcement 
action as noted above. Accordingly, the agency is proposing suspension or revocation of not only the repair station certificate, but any certificate, approval, or 
authorization issued by the FAA and held by that person. 

Subpart B—Certification Subpart G—Certification 

§ 145.51 Application for certificate. (a) An application for a repair station 
certificate and rating must be made in a format acceptable to the FAA and must 
include the following:(1) A repair station manual acceptable to the FAA as 
required by § 145.207;(2) A quality control manual acceptable to the FAA as 
required by § 145.211(c);(3) A list by type, make, or model, as appropriate, of 
each article for which the application is made;(4) An organizational chart of the 
repair station and the names and titles of managing and supervisory 
personnel;(5) A description of the housing and facilities, including the physical 
address, in accordance with § 145.103;(6) A list of the maintenance functions, 
for approval by the FAA, to be performed for the repair station under contract by 
another person in accordance with § 145.217; and(7) A training program for 
approval by the FAA in accordance with § 145.163. 

§ 145.1051 Application for certificate. (a) An application for a repair station 
certificate and rating must be made in a format acceptable to the FAA and must 
include the following: (1) For initial applicants, a letter of compliance detailing 
how the applicant will comply with all sections of this part. (2) A repair station 
manual acceptable to the FAA as required by § 145.1207; (3) A quality control 
manual acceptable to the FAA as required by § 145.1207 (the repair station and 
quality control manuals may be contained in the same document if they are 
clearly identified); (4) A list that includes each product or article for which the 
application is made, as defined in the rating system identified in § 145.1059. (5) 
An organizational chart of the repair station with the names and titles of 
managing and supervisory personnel; (6) The physical address and a 
description of all the repair station housing and facilities, including any 
additional fixed locations requested for approval in accordance with § 
145.1103(d). (7) A list of the maintenance functions, for approval by the FAA, to 
be performed for the repair station under contract by another person under the 
provisions of § 145.1217; and (8) A description of the training program for 
approval by the FAA in accordance with § 145.1163. 

Several areas within subpart B (Certification) of part 145 have, over time, caused confusion in the industry and within the FAA. Changes within this subpart are 
needed to clarify existing regulatory language and, in some cases, create regulatory language where essential practices have long been imposed through FAA 
guidance. Changes are also needed in this subpart to align language with other proposed section changes contained in this NPRM. In addition, this NPRM 
contains a proposal to allow for certification denial when certain enforcement history exists. a. Application for Certificate—Items Required (Current § 
145.51(a)/Proposed § 145.1051(a)) Current § 145.51(a) details, and § 145.1051(a) proposes to detail, those items that must be included in an application for a 
repair station certificate and rating. The FAA proposes to add a provision that would require an initial applicant for a repair station certificate to provide the FAA 
with a letter outlining how the applicant will comply with each section of part 145 (see proposed § 145.1051(a)). The FAA refers to this as a ‘‘letter of compliance.’’ 
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Under longstanding FAA policy and practice, applicants have provided this letter in the past. Since this letter has long been an essential part of the application 
process, the FAA believes it appropriate to propose a regulatory basis for it. Also, because applicants have been providing these letters by policy, the FAA 
believes no additional cost would be incurred. Current § 145.51(a)(1) requires that an application for a repair station certificate include a repair station manual 
acceptable to the FAA as required by current § 145.207, and § 145.51(a)(2) requires that the application include a quality control manual acceptable to the FAA as 
required by current § 145.211(c). These requirements are found in proposed §§ 145.1051(a)(2) and (a)(3), respectively. The FAA is also proposing in § 
145.1051(a)(3) that the repair station manual and the quality control manual may be contained in the same document if they are clearly identified. Currently, an 
applicant is required to provide a list by type, make, or model of each article for which the application is made (§ 145.51(a)(3)). This requirement is not explicitly 
linked to the rating system found in § 145.59. The FAA proposes to revise this requirement (in proposed § 145.1051(a)(4)) to specifically reference the rating 
system (as found in proposed § 145.1059). This would help the applicant better understand the certification requirements and align the information provided at the 
time of application with the actual ratings allowed through the regulation. The FAA does not anticipate that this change would burden current repair stations, and it 
would ensure that applicants submit the necessary information without adding new requirements. As repair stations have become larger and more complex, it is 
apparent that identification of the principal repair station location has often become difficult to ascertain for the public as well as for the FAA. This has made it 
difficult for the FAA to fulfill its obligation to provide appropriate oversight. Current § 145.51(a)(5) requires an applicant to provide a description of its housing and 
facilities, in accordance with § 145.103. The FAA is proposing clarifying language in § 145.1051(a)(6) that would require the applicant to identify all facilities that 
will make up the repair station at the time of application. The FAA is not proposing changes to the requirements in current §§ 145.51(a)(4), (6) and (7). However, in 
proposed subpart G, these requirements would be found in proposed as §§ 145.1051(a)(5), (7) and (8) respectively. 

§ 145.51 Application for certificate. (b) The equipment, personnel, technical 
data, and housing and facilities required for the certificate and rating, or for an 
additional rating must be in place for inspection at the time of certification or 
rating approval by the FAA. An applicant may meet the equipment requirement 
of this paragraph if the applicant has a contract acceptable to the FAA with 
another person to make the equipment available to the applicant at the time of 
certification and at any time that it is necessary when the relevant work is being 
performed by the repair station. 

§ 145.1051 Application for certificate. (b) The technical data, housing, 
facilities, equipment, tools, test apparatus, materials, and personnel required for 
the certificate and rating, or for an additional rating, must be in place for 
inspection at the time of certification or rating approval by the FAA. 

Current § 145.51(b) requires that the equipment, personnel, technical data, and housing and facilities required for the certificate and rating, or for an additional 
rating, must be in place for inspection at the time of certification or rating approval by the FAA. This section also states that an applicant may meet the equipment 
requirement if it has a contract acceptable to the FAA with another person to make the equipment available to the applicant at the time of certification and at any 
time it is necessary when the relevant work is being performed by the repair station. This provision was included for the first time in the 2001 final rule in response 
to comments received on the 1999 NPRM. The commenters expressed concerns that the requirement to have all the equipment in place at the time of certification 
would be unnecessarily burdensome. Others noted that it is important only that the equipment be in place when it is needed to perform the work. Similarly, 
commenters opposed the requirement in then proposed § 145.111 (Equipment and material requirements) that would have required repair stations to have, 
located on the premises and under their full control, the equipment and material necessary to perform the maintenance appropriate to their ratings. They said the 
requirement would preclude repair stations from renting or leasing equipment. The commenters also noted that a renting or leasing option would be particularly 
important for expensive, rarely used tools. In response to those comments, the FAA revised the text in § 145.51(b) to permit an applicant for a repair station 
certificate to meet the equipment requirement by having a contract acceptable to the FAA that would ensure the equipment would be available when the relevant 
work is performed. Agreeing with the commenters’ concerns over the burden of having to purchase expensive, rarely used tools to have in place during initial 
certification, the FAA stated that its new contract provision ‘‘will accommodate those repair stations that do not plan to purchase expensive equipment that may not 
be used regularly’’ (66 FR 41095, August 6, 2001). The preamble discussion, however, noted that the provision did not relieve an applicant from having the 
equipment in place and available for inspection at the time of certification. While recognizing that, under this provision, an applicant need not physically retain the 
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equipment after certification, the FAA found it necessary that each applicant have the equipment in place during the certification process. During the certification 
inspection, the FAA could ‘‘observe the placement of the equipment, whether the equipment works, and whether the applicant can use the equipment properly.’’ Id. 
Similarly, in response to the comments on proposed § 145.111, the FAA revised the text (now found in § 145.109) to provide that: ‘‘The equipment, tools, and 
material must be located on the premises and under the repair station’s control when the work is being done.’’ This change also accommodated the commenters’ 
concerns about not having to purchase expensive, seldom used equipment to have permanently in place when they could instead obtain it through contract when 
needed. These issues were discussed in the 2006 NPRM, when the FAA addressed and attempted to clarify what it termed was an ambiguity in the existing text. 
The preamble stated that this ‘‘ambiguity results from the phrase specifying that the equipment requirement could be met ‘if the applicant has a contract acceptable 
to the FAA with another person to make the equipment available to the applicant at the time of certification’ ’’ (71 FR 70256, Dec. 1, 2006 (emphasis in original)). 
The FAA noted the possibility of inconsistent application of this provision by different FAA inspectors. For example, one inspector might require all of the 
equipment to be placed on site for initial inspection, and another might only review the contract. Noting that the safety basis for the equipment requirement is that 
the equipment be in place when the work is being performed, the FAA proposed revised text in the 2006 NPRM to clarify that the requirement for initial certification 
could be met by a contract to make the equipment, tools, and test apparatus available to the repair station at any time it is necessary when the relevant work is 
being performed. The FAA has reconsidered this issue and has determined that the ‘‘clarification’’ proposed in the 2006 NPRM was not entirely consistent with the 
underlying purpose of the provision published in the 2001 final rule. As noted above, the 2001 preamble supported the change to allow contracting for equipment 
availability by noting that it would ‘‘accommodate those repair stations that do not plan to purchase expensive equipment that may not be used regularly.’’ The 
preamble also made clear that the new provision did not relieve an applicant from having the equipment in place and available for inspection at the time of 
certification. Thus, the clarification offered in the 2006 NPRM was not in full accord with the agency’s intent set forth in the 2001 preamble, which would have 
required applicants to have basic equipment in place for inspection. The FAA believes it should not grant a repair station certificate to an applicant with a virtually 
empty building based merely on a showing it can get the required equipment by contract when needed. Therefore, the FAA proposes to change the rule to remove 
any ambiguity by requiring the repair station to meet the equipment requirements of proposed § 145.1051 by having the equipment available for inspection at 
certification. The repair station would not need to own the equipment but would be required to present the equipment during certification and have it available 
thereafter. The FAA also proposes to clarify the scope of the kinds of items a repair station must have for initially obtaining certification by adding both tools and 
test apparatus to the list of items a repair station must have on site. While the term ‘‘equipment’’ could be interpreted to include many examples of each, adding the 
term ‘‘tools’’ to the regulation would ensure that an applicant for a repair station certificate also have on site certain tools necessary for the rating sought that 
individual mechanics or repairmen might not possess. This might include tools that are of a specialized nature for the rating or other tools that might be too large or 
expensive, or of a limited specialized nature. For the same reasons, and for consistency with the requirements of § 43.13(a), the FAA proposes to add ‘‘test 
apparatus’’ to the list of items a repair station must have in place for inspection at the time of initial certification or rating approval. 

§ 145.51 Application for certificate. (c) In addition to meeting the other 
applicable requirements for a repair station certificate and rating, an applicant 
for a repair station certificate and rating located outside the United States must 
meet the following requirements:(1) The applicant must show that the repair 
station certificate and/or rating is necessary for maintaining or altering the 
following: (i) U.S.-registered aircraft and articles for use on U.S.-registered 
aircraft, or(ii) Foreign-registered aircraft operated under the provisions of part 
121 or part 135, and articles for use on these aircraft.(2) The applicant must 
show that the fee prescribed by the FAA has been paid. 

§ 145.1051 Application for certificate. (c) In addition to meeting the other 
applicable requirements for a repair station certificate and rating, an applicant 
for a repair station certificate and rating located outside the United States must 
meet the following requirements: (1) The applicant must show that the repair 
station certificate and/or rating is necessary for maintaining or altering the 
following: (i) U.S.-registered aircraft or articles for use on U.S.-registered 
aircraft, or (ii) Foreign-registered aircraft operated under the provisions of part 
121 or part 135 of this chapter, or articles for use on those aircraft. (2) The 
applicant must show that the fee prescribed by the FAA has been paid. 

Current § 145.51(c) requires an applicant for a certificate for a repair station located outside the United States to show the certificate and/or rating is necessary for 
maintaining or altering certain aircraft and articles. The result of this language unintentionally requires the repair station applicant to maintain both aircraft and 
articles. The FAA proposes to change the word ‘‘and’’ to the less restrictive ‘‘or’’ in proposed § 145.1051(c). 
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§ 145.51 Application for certificate. (d) An application for an additional rating, 
amended repair station certificate, or renewal of a repair station certificate must 
be made in a format acceptable to the FAA. The application must include only 
that information necessary to substantiate the change or renewal of the 
certificate. 

§ 145.1051 Application for certificate. (d) An application for an additional 
rating, amended repair station certificate, or renewal of a repair station 
certificate must be made in a format acceptable to the FAA. The application 
should include only that information necessary to substantiate the change or 
renewal of the certificate.  

 § 145.1051 Application for certificate. (e) An application for a repair station 
certificate may be denied if the FAA finds that: (1) The applicant holds a repair 
station certificate in the process of being revoked, or previously held a repair 
station certificate that was revoked; (2) The applicant intends to fill or fills a 
management position with an individual who exercised control over or who held 
the same or a similar position with a certificate holder whose repair station 
certificate was revoked, or is in the process of being revoked, and that 
individual materially contributed to the circumstances causing the revocation or 
causing the revocation process; (3) An individual who will hold a management 
position previously held a management position with a certificate holder whose 
repair station certificate was revoked, or is in the process of being revoked, and 
the individual materially contributed to the circumstances causing the revocation 
or causing the revocation process; or (4) An individual who will have control 
over or substantial ownership interest in the applicant had the same or similar 
control or interest in a certificate holder whose repair station certificate was 
revoked, or is in the process of being revoked, and that individual materially 
contributed to the circumstances causing the revocation or causing the 
revocation process. 

The 2006 NPRM proposed that the FAA could deny an application for a repair station certificate if the applicant previously held a repair station certificate that had 
been revoked or if the applicant or certain key individuals who would exercise control over the new repair station had materially contributed to the circumstances 
that resulted in a prior repair station certificate revocation action. This is similar to the current authority contained in part 119 authorizing the FAA to deny 
applications for air carrier and commercial operator certificates. The commenters who opposed this proposal stated it was too open-ended and that it would be 
impossible to maintain a tracking list of disqualifying individuals. At the present time, the FAA is not planning to maintain a tracking list of individuals who might be 
disqualified under this section. The agency is, however, planning to add a question to the repair station application inquiring into the disqualifying criteria set forth 
in this section, e.g., whether the applicant held a repair station certificate that had been revoked or that is in the process of being revoked. A truthful answer here 
would be imperative in view of proposed § 145.1012, because an intentionally false answer to the question could result in the suspension or revocation of any 
FAA-issued certificate held by that applicant. While the FAA understands the concerns of the commenters, the agency believes this requirement should be 
implemented to address safety concerns. For example, a chief inspector from a repair station that lost its certificate for serious maintenance-related safety 
violations applied for and received a new repair station certificate. That individual also became the chief inspector at the newly certificated repair station. While 
under the chief inspector’s direction, employees of the newly certificated station performed improper maintenance on a number of propellers, one of which came 
apart in flight causing a fatal accident. The FAA already has such a mechanism in place for air carriers and commercial operators. Section 119.39(b) allows the 
FAA to deny an application for a part 121 or 135 air carrier certificate or operating certificate based on prior relevant enforcement action. The FAA can deny 
certification to an applicant who is substantially owned by (or intends to fill a management position with) an individual who had a similar interest in a certificate 
holder whose certificate was (or is being) revoked when that individual materially contributed to the circumstances causing the revocation process. The FAA 
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proposes new language (in § 145.1051(e)) to detail conditions under which a person may be denied a repair station certificate. The changes the FAA propose are 
based to a large extent on the language contained in § 119.39(b). The FAA’s proposal would authorize the agency to deny a repair station application if: 1) The 
applicant previously held a repair station certificate that was revoked. 2) The applicant intends to fill or fills a management position with an individual who exercised 
control over or who held the same or a similar position with a certificate holder whose repair station certificate was revoked, or is in the process of being revoked. 
That individual must have materially contributed to the circumstances causing the revocation or causing the revocation process. 3) An individual who would hold a 
management position previously held a management position with a certificate holder whose repair station certificate was revoked, or is in the process of being 
revoked. The individual must have materially contributed to the circumstances causing the revocation or causing the revocation process. 4) An individual who 
would have control over or substantial ownership interest in the applicant had the same or similar control or interest in a certificate holder whose repair station 
certificate was revoked, or is in the process of being revoked. That individual must have materially contributed to the circumstances causing the revocation or 
causing the revocation process. The current regulations (§ 145.55(a)) contemplate the holder of a repair station certificate voluntarily surrendering the certificate to 
the FAA, in which case it would cease to be effective. This voluntary surrender provision is sometimes abused in an attempt to thwart an ongoing investigation. 
The FAA is aware that sometimes after an enforcement investigation has commenced, the certificate holder will attempt to surrender the certificate as a means of 
stopping the enforcement action. It is the FAA’s policy, however, not to accept the voluntary surrender of a certificate in those circumstances. The FAA’s 
Compliance and Enforcement Program (FAA Order 2150.3B at Ch 5, Para. 10(b)) instructs FAA investigative personnel to refuse the voluntary surrender of a 
certificate if it appears the surrender is being attempted to avoid a certificate action. In those cases, the investigative personnel are to continue with the 
investigation and recommend enforcement action, if appropriate. As discussed in paragraph f (Duration and Renewal of Certificate (current § 145.55/ proposed § 
145.1055)) below, the FAA is proposing to amend the text currently in § 145.55 to add a new condition to the certificate surrender provision—that acceptance for 
cancellation by the FAA of a certificate offered for surrender is necessary to render the certificate no longer effective. This change would highlight and provide 
additional notice to the holders of repair station certificates of the FAA’s policy against potential violators merely surrendering their certificates to avoid enforcement 
action. Unless the FAA accepted the certificate for surrender, it would remain effective for administrative and enforcement purposes, even if the certificate holder 
ceased operations. Accordingly, in the event of an enforcement action that might result in the suspension or revocation of a repair station certificate, the 
enforcement process could continue and, in the case of a revocation, a record would exist to support the certificate denial provisions proposed in this paragraph. 
The FAA recognizes that the proposed language does not contain an appeal or reconsideration procedure. This is because a process already exists in current § 
13.20, which addresses, among other things, orders of denial. Paragraph (b) of that section provides, in pertinent part, that unless an emergency exists requiring 
the immediate issuance of an order of denial, the affected person (the applicant) must be provided with notice prior to issuance of an order of denial. Paragraph (c) 
further provides that, within 30 days after service of the notice, the affected person may reply in writing or request a hearing in accordance with subpart D of part 
13. Subpart D of part 13 provides the Rules of Practice for FAA Hearings. Thus, applicants who are denied a repair station certificate would be provided with 
appropriate due process through the means of an evidentiary hearing. 

§ 145.53 Issue of certificate. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), (c), or 
(d) of this section, a person who meets the requirements of this part is entitled 
to a repair station certificate with appropriate ratings prescribing such 
operations specifications and limitations as are necessary in the interest of 
safety. (b) If the person is located in a country with which the United States has 
a bilateral aviation safety agreement, the FAA may find that the person meets 
the requirements of this part based on a certification from the civil aviation 
authority of that country. This certification must be made in accordance with 
implementation procedures signed by the Administrator or the Administrator's 
designee. (c) Before a repair station certificate can be issued for a repair station 
that is located within the United States, the applicant shall certify in writing that 
all “hazmat employees” (see 49 CFR 171.8) for the repair station, its 

§ 145.1053 Issue of certificate. (a) A person who meets the requirements of 
this part is eligible to be issued a repair station certificate with appropriate 
ratings prescribing such operations specifications and limitations as are 
necessary in the interest of safety. (b) If the person is located in a country with 
which the United States has a bilateral aviation safety agreement, the FAA may 
find that the person meets the requirements of this part based on a certification 
from the civil aviation authority of that country or an authority acceptable to the 
FAA. This certification must be made in accordance with implementation 
procedures signed by the FAA or the FAA’s designee. (c) Before an air agency 
certificate can be issued for a repair station that is located within the United 
States, the applicant shall certify in writing that all hazmat employees (as 
defined in 49 CFR 171.8) for the repair station, its contractors, or 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-05-21/pdf/2012-11984.pdf


14 CFR Part 145 vs. Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (77 FR 30054) 

June 7, 2012 Page 8 of 39 
 

14 CFR Part 145 NPRM 

contractors, or subcontractors are trained as required in 49 CFR part 172 
subpart H. (d) Before a repair station certificate can be issued for a repair 
station that is located outside the United States, the applicant shall certify in 
writing that all employees for the repair station, its contractors, or 
subcontractors performing a job function concerning the transport of dangerous 
goods (hazardous material) are trained as outlined in the most current edition of 
the International Civil Aviation Organization Technical Instructions for the Safe 
Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air. 

subcontractors are trained as required in 49 CFR part 172, subpart H. (d) 
Before an air agency certificate can be issued for a repair station located 
outside the United States, the applicant shall certify in writing that all employees 
for the repair station, its contractors, or subcontractors performing a job function 
concerning the transport of dangerous goods (hazardous material) are trained 
as outlined in the most current edition of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization Technical Instructions for the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods 
by Air. 

Current § 145.53(a) states that, subject to three exceptions, a person who meets the requirements of part 145 is entitled to a repair station certificate with 
appropriate ratings prescribing such operations specifications and limitations as are necessary in the interest of safety. Since proposed § 145.1051 would provide 
a mechanism for the FAA to deny a certificate, an applicant would no longer be ‘‘entitled’’ to a certificate. The FAA is proposing in § 145.1053(a) that an applicant 
could be found ‘‘eligible to be issued’’ a certificate. This proposed change is consistent with other certification requirements, such as in parts 121 and 135, where 
the FAA has the authority to deny a certificate. In addition, the FAA proposes to remove the three exceptions from this paragraph as they refer to additional 
requirements for particular applicants, not exceptions to the eligibility requirements. Section 145.53(b) sets forth the procedure to certify repair stations located in a 
country with which the United States has a bilateral aviation safety agreement. This procedure is based on the certification from the civil aviation authority of the 
country that the applicant meets the requirements of part 145. The FAA must consider that the United States may enter into a bilateral agreement with a civil 
aviation authority other than a national aviation authority. This situation already exists in Europe. The European Union formed the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA) to carry out those civil aviation safety functions that were previously the domain of national aviation authorities. Therefore, the FAA is proposing in 
§ 145.1053(b) to allow the FAA to certify a repair station outside the U.S. based on a certification from an authority acceptable to the FAA. This change would 
allow the FAA to make the finding based on a recommendation from a national aviation authority, EASA, or any other EASA-like entity that may be created in the 
future. 

§ 145.55 Duration and renewal of certificate. (a) A certificate or rating issued 
to a repair station located in the United States is effective from the date of issue 
until the repair station surrenders it or the FAA suspends or revokes it. (b) A 
certificate or rating issued to a repair station located outside the United States is 
effective from the date of issue until the last day of the 12th month after the date 
of issue unless the repair station surrenders the certificate or the FAA suspends 
or revokes it. The FAA may renew the certificate or rating for 24 months if the 
repair station has operated in compliance with the applicable requirements of 
part 145 within the preceding certificate duration period. (c) A certificated repair 
station located outside the United States that applies for a renewal of its repair 
station certificate must—(1) Submit its request for renewal no later than 30 days 
before the repair station's current certificate expires. If a request for renewal is 
not made within this period, the repair station must follow the application 
procedures in § 145.51. (2) Send its request for renewal to the FAA office that 
has jurisdiction over the certificated repair station. (d) The holder of an expired, 
surrendered, suspended, or revoked certificate must return it to the FAA. 

§ 145.1055 Duration and renewal of certificate. (a) A certificate or rating 
issued to a repair station located in the United States is effective from the date 
of issue until the repair station surrenders the certificate and the FAA accepts it 
for cancellation, or the FAA suspends or revokes it. (b) A certificate or rating 
issued to a repair station located outside the United States is effective from the 
date of issue until the last day of the 12th month after the date of issue unless 
the repair station surrenders the certificate and the FAA accepts it for 
cancellation, or the FAA suspends or revokes it. The FAA may renew the 
certificate or rating for 24 months if the repair station has operated in 
compliance with the applicable requirements of part 145 within the preceding 
certificate duration period. (c) A certificated repair station located outside the 
United States that applies for a renewal of its repair station certificate must— 
(1) Submit its request for renewal no later than 30 days before the repair 
station’s current certificate expires. If a request for renewal is not made within 
this period, the repair station must follow the application procedures in § 
145.1051; (2) Send its request for renewal to the FAA office that has jurisdiction 
over the certificated repair station; and (3) Show that the fee prescribed by the 
FAA has been paid. (d) The holder of an expired, surrendered, suspended, or 
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revoked certificate must return it to the FAA. 

As discussed in paragraph d (Application for Certificate—Denial (proposed § 145.1051(e)) above, the FAA has experienced instances in which a certificate holder 
surrendered its certificate to the FAA in order to stop an investigation that the holder suspected would lead to an FAA order suspending or revoking the certificate 
because of known or suspected serious violations of the regulations. In the case of a repair station, the holder of a repair station certificate could attempt to take 
advantage of the provision in current § 145.55, regarding surrender of the certificate. Upon surrender the certificate would no longer be effective, and there would 
be no certificate that could be suspended or revoked. This is an abuse of the surrender provision, as it was never intended as a device to stop an investigation and 
possible enforcement proceeding. In proposed § 145.1055, the FAA would add a new condition to rendering a surrendered certificate ineffective. Under the 
proposal, a surrendered certificate would remain effective unless the FAA accepted it for cancellation. As the discussion in paragraph d points out, the FAA’s 
Compliance and Enforcement Program (FAA Order 2150.3B at Ch 5, Para. 10(b)) instructs FAA investigative personnel to refuse the voluntary surrender of a 
certificate if it appears the surrender is an attempt to avoid a certificate action. The amendment proposed here would provide additional notice to all holders of 
repair station certificates that successfully surrendering a repair station certificate for cancellation requires not only the offer of surrender, but also the FAA’s 
acceptance of that offer. As we noted above, unless and until the FAA accepts for cancellation a surrendered certificate, the certificate would remain effective for 
administrative and enforcement purposes, even if the holder ceased operations. Current § 145.55(c) sets forth what a certificated repair station located outside the 
United States must provide to renew its certificate. In addition to the items listed in that provision, a certificated repair station located outside the United States 
must pay a fee for service as a condition for renewal. The requirement to pay this fee as part of the renewal application is not in § 145.55(c) even though it is a 
requirement found in 14 CFR part 187. The FAA is proposing in § 145.1055(c)(3) that, as a condition of renewal, the fee prescribed by the FAA has been paid. 

§ 145.57 Amendment to or transfer of certificate. (a) The holder of a repair 
station certificate must apply for a change to its certificate in a format 
acceptable to the Administrator. A change to the certificate must include 
certification in compliance with § 145.53(c) or (d), if not previously submitted. A 
certificate change is necessary if the certificate holder—(1) Changes the 
location of the repair station, or (2) Requests to add or amend a rating. (b) If the 
holder of a repair station certificate sells or transfers its assets, the new owner 
must apply for an amended certificate in accordance with § 145.51. 

§ 145.1056 Amendment to or transfer of certificate. (a) An application to 
amend a repair station certificate must be made to the certificate-holding district 
office in a form and manner acceptable to the FAA. The request must meet the 
certification requirements of § 145.1051(d) and the statement required by § 
145.1053(c) or (d) must be included, if not previously submitted. (b) The 
certificate holder must file the application made under paragraph (a) of this 
section with the certificate holding district office at least 15 days before the date 
proposed by the applicant for the amendment to become effective, unless the 
FAA accepts filing within a shorter period. (c) A certificate amendment is 
necessary if the certificate holder changes the location of the repair station or 
requests to add or amend a rating. (d) If the holder of a repair station certificate 
sells or transfers its assets, the new owner must apply for an amended 
certificate in accordance with § 145.1051. 

Although the one thousand series numbers (1xxx) in proposed subparts F through J generally have the same one hundred series number (xxx) for each 
corresponding regulation section in the current rule (subparts A through E), the FAA is proposing to deviate from this scheme for this section in order to 
accommodate two new proposed sections on operations specifications. Therefore, the proposed new section on ‘‘Amendment to or transfer of certificate’’ would be 
numbered § 145.1056, whereas the current section is numbered § 145.57. The proposed section captioned ‘‘Operations specifications’’ would be numbered § 
145.1057. Also, as written, current § 145.57 contains confusing language that implies a repair station must apply for a change to its certificate without reason. The 
proposed section would change the confusing language and add a time limitation for submitting an application for a certificate amendment, change in location, or 
transfer of certificate. 

 § 145.1057 Operations specifications. (a) Except for operations specifications 
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paragraphs specifying ratings and limitations to those ratings, operations 
specifications are not part of a certificate. (b) Operations specifications issued 
under this part are effective as long as the repair station certificate is valid. (c) 
The operations specifications issued to a repair station must be available at the 
repair station for inspection by the public and the FAA at the address required 
by paragraph (d)(1) of this section. (d) Each certificate holder’s operations 
specifications must contain— (1) The physical address of the certificate holder’s 
fixed location for operation of the repair station. The address shall also serve as 
the address for mailed paper correspondence between the FAA and the 
certificate holder; (2) The ratings held and any limitations to those ratings; (3) 
Any special authorizations and limitations for the conduct of repair station 
operations; (4) Any exemption granted by the FAA to the repair station; and (5) 
Any other information the FAA determines is necessary. (e) If the optional 
capability list provided for in § 145.1215 is not used, each certificate holder’s 
operations specifications must, within the rating categories authorized under § 
145.1059, identify each airframe, powerplant, or propeller by manufacturer, 
model, and series as applicable. For a Component rating, the operations 
specifications must identify each component or appliance included in the rating 
by manufacturer, manufacturer-designated nomenclature, and basic part 
number. For a Specialized Service rating, the operations specifications must 
identify each specific and unique maintenance function and the FAA acceptable 
specification associated with each function. 

Currently, part 145, Repair Stations, introduces the requirement for operations specifications in § 145.5, Certificate and operations specification requirements. 
Unlike other operating rules requiring operation specifications, part 145 does not explain what operation specifications are or what they must contain. Also unlike 
part 119, which clearly states in § 119.7 that with limited exceptions operations specifications are not a part of the certificate, some operators and FAA personnel 
assume repair station operations specifications are an extension of the repair station certificate, while others do not. The FAA is proposing to specify how long 
operations specifications are valid, what they must contain, and where they must be located. The FAA would also clarify that except for those operation 
specifications detailing ratings and limitations, repair station operations specifications are not a part of the repair station certificate. 

 § 145.1058 Amending operations specifications. (a) The FAA may amend 
any operations specifications issued under this part if— (1) The operations 
specification was issued erroneously; (2) The FAA revises the operations 
specifications template; (3) The FAA determines that safety in air commerce 
and the public interest require the amendment; or (4) The certificate holder 
applies for the amendment and the FAA determines that safety in air commerce 
and the public interest allows the amendment. (b) Except for an amendment 
involving a rating or a limitation to a rating, which would be considered a 
certificate action, and except as provided in paragraph (e) of this section for 
other amendments in which the certificate-holding district office finds that an 
emergency exists requiring immediate action, when the FAA initiates an 
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amendment to a certificate holder’s operations specifications, the following 
procedure applies: (1) The certificate-holding district office notifies the certificate 
holder in writing of the proposed amendment. (2) The certificate-holding district 
office sets a reasonable period (but not less than 7 days) within which the 
certificate holder may submit written information, views, and arguments on the 
amendment. (3) After considering the material presented, the certificate-holding 
district office notifies the certificate holder of— (i) The adoption of the proposed 
amendment; (ii) The partial adoption of the proposed amendment; or (iii) The 
withdrawal of the proposed amendment. (4) If the certificate-holding district 
office issues an amendment to the operations specifications, it becomes 
effective not less than 30 days after the certificate holder receives notice of it 
unless— (i) The certificate-holding district office finds under paragraph (e) of 
this section that an emergency exists requiring immediate action with respect to 
safety in air commerce; or (ii) The certificate holder petitions for reconsideration 
of the amendment under paragraph (d) of this section. (c) If the certificate 
holder applies for an amendment to its operations specifications, the following 
procedure applies: (1) The certificate holder must file an application to amend 
its operations specifications at least 15 days before the date proposed by the 
applicant for the amendment to become effective; (2) The application must be 
submitted to the certificate-holding district office in a form and manner 
prescribed by the FAA. (3) After considering the material presented, the 
certificate-holding district office notifies the certificate holder of— (i) The 
adoption of the applied-for amendment; (ii) The partial adoption of the applied-
for amendment; or (iii) The denial of the applied-for amendment. The certificate 
holder may petition for reconsideration of a denial under paragraph (d) of this 
section. (4) If the certificate-holding district office approves the amendment 
following coordination with the certificate holder regarding its implementation, 
the amendment is effective on the date the FAA approves it. (d) When a 
certificate holder seeks reconsideration of a decision from the certificate-holding 
district office concerning the amendment of operations specifications, the 
following procedure applies: (1) The certificate holder must petition for 
reconsideration of that decision within 30 days of the date that the certificate 
holder receives a notice of denial of the amendment to its operations 
specifications, or of the date it receives notice of an FAA-initiated amendment to 
its operations specifications, whichever circumstance applies. (2) The certificate 
holder must address its petition to the applicable Flight Standards Regional 
Division Manager. (3) A petition for reconsideration, if filed within the 30-day 
period, suspends the effectiveness of any amendment issued by the certificate-
holding district office unless the certificate-holding district office has found, 
under paragraph (e) of this section, that an emergency exists requiring 
immediate action with respect to safety in air transportation or air commerce, in 
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which case the amendment remains in effect during the appeal. (e) If the 
certificate-holding district office finds that an emergency exists requiring 
immediate action with respect to safety in air commerce that makes the 
procedures set out in paragraph (d) of this section impracticable or contrary to 
the public interest: (1) The certificate-holding district office amends the 
operations specifications and makes the amendment effective on the day the 
certificate holder receives notice of it. (2) In the notice to the certificate holder, 
the certificate-holding district office articulates the reasons for its finding that an 
emergency exists requiring immediate action with respect to safety in air 
commerce that makes it impracticable or contrary to the public interest to stay 
the effectiveness of the amendment. 

The proposed clarification of operations specifications in proposed § 145.1057, specifying that operations specifications are not a part of a certificate, would allow 
the FAA to make administrative changes to operations specifications other than ratings or limitations (e.g., definitions or formatting) without having to resort to 
certificate action, when appropriate notice is given to the repair station. This section would provide procedures to be followed by both the FAA and repair stations 
for initiating changes to the operations specifications. Additionally, procedures would be provided for affected repair stations to petition for reconsideration of 
adverse decisions by the FAA, both in emergency and nonemergency situations. 

§ 145.59 Ratings. The following ratings are issued under this subpart: (a) 
Airframe ratings. (1) Class 1: Composite construction of small aircraft. (2) Class 
2: Composite construction of large aircraft. (3) Class 3: All-metal construction of 
small aircraft. (4) Class 4: All-metal construction of large aircraft.  

§ 145.1059 Ratings. (a) Airframe rating. The following categories are 
authorized under the airframe rating: (1) Category 1: Aircraft certificated under 
parts 23 and 27. (2) Category 2: Aircraft certificated under parts 25 and 29. (3) 
Category 3: All other aircraft. (i) A certificated repair station with an Airframe 
rating may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations on 
airframes under the provisions listed on its operations specifications; (ii) A 
certificated repair station with an Airframe rating shall not perform maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alterations on those articles for which a Powerplant 
or Propeller rating is required, unless the repair station possesses the 
appropriate rating; and (iii) A certificated repair station with an Airframe rating is 
not required to obtain a separate Component rating to maintain articles 
associated with its rating and capabilities.  

The FAA proposes to revise the ratings and classes that may be issued to certificated repair stations. Under this proposal, the system of ratings would be reduced 
from eight ratings to five ratings. The ratings definitions would be revised to clearly indicate the type of work that a repair station is authorized to perform under 
each rating. a. Airframe Rating (Current § 145.59(a)/ Proposed § 145.1059(a)) Currently, the FAA may issue a repair station an Airframe rating with any of four 
class ratings: Classes 1, 2, 3, and 4. These classes are based on aircraft weight (large or small (as defined in 14 CFR 1.1)) and construction (composite or all-
metal). The use of construction as a basis for determining the class rating system no longer reflects the technology used in building today’s aircraft. For example, 
at the time the Airframe rating was created, the aviation industry commonly referred to aircraft made from a combination of wood, fabric, and metal materials as 
aircraft with a ‘‘composite’’ construction. Today, the term ‘‘composite’’ construction refers to the use of carbon-carbon compounds and advanced polymers (which 
is fast becoming the standard in the industry). These types of materials were not even envisioned when the Airframe rating was created. In addition, airframe 
manufacturers often use a mix of materials in current aircraft construction. An all-composite or all-metal construction of an airframe is no longer the standard 
design. For example, an airframe could be metal while certain portions, such as control surfaces and fairings, are composite materials. The continued use of 
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weight as a basis for determining the class rating is also problematic. Historically, the FAA and the aviation industry used the weight classification of small and 
large aircraft to distinguish aircraft used in commercial air carrier service from those used in general aviation. Commercial operators typically used aircraft weighing 
over 12,500 pounds, while general aviation operators typically used smaller aircraft. This distinction also reflected the relative complexity of the aircraft. Today, 
however, aircraft weight reflects neither the complexity nor the intended use of an aircraft. Therefore, it is clear that the Airframe rating needs to be updated. The 
FAA initially considered trying to define the term ‘‘composite.’’ This was difficult, at best. More importantly, any definition developed today may soon become 
outdated by further technological advances. The FAA has determined that a better approach is to have the underlying certification rules dictate the appropriate 
rating. The FAA proposes to remove classes from the Airframe rating and group the aircraft that were previously covered by these classes in accordance with their 
certification standards under parts 23, 25, 27, and 29. All other aircraft not certificated under these parts would be in a separate category ‘‘all other aircraft.’’ The 
FAA believes that grouping the Airframe rating into categories according to the airworthiness certification standards would better define the technology of the 
aircraft and relieve confusion. The proposed structure of the Airframe rating is: Category 1: All aircraft certificated under parts 23 and 27. Category 2: All aircraft 
certificated under parts 25 and 29. Category 3: All other aircraft. The purpose of grouping airframes into categories 1 and 2 is to include aircraft that were originally 
certificated under their respective airworthiness standards. The third category would capture aircraft that were originally certificated under Civil Aeronautical Rules 
(CARs), Civil Aeronautical Bulletins (CABs) and/or Special Aeronautical Information Bulletins (SAIBs). This system of airframe rating categories would also capture 
future aircraft designs. Category 3 would capture aircraft that are not included in categories 1 and 2. This would include aircraft such as unmanned aircraft 
systems, light sport aircraft, and manned balloons. This would also provide a category for other aircraft currently under design status and not yet certified under 
established certification regulations. An application for the proposed Airframe rating would have to include a list of the make, model, or series of all aircraft that the 
repair station intends to maintain. This is a marked change for current airframe class rated repair stations. The FAA also proposes to use the term ‘‘category’’ as a 
replacement for the term ‘‘class.’’ The term ‘‘class’’ has been used for so many years to mean a particular group of aircraft in part 145 that it seems impractical to 
try to apply it in a different context. 

§ 145.59 Ratings. (b) Powerplant ratings. (1) Class 1: Reciprocating engines of 
400 horsepower or less. (2) Class 2: Reciprocating engines of more than 400 
horsepower. (3) Class 3: Turbine engines. 

§ 145.1059 Ratings. (b) Powerplant rating. The following categories are 
authorized under the Powerplant rating: (1) Category 1: Reciprocating engines. 
(2) Category 2: Turbine engines. (3) Category 3: Auxiliary Power Units (APU). 
(4) Category 4: All other powerplants. (i) A certificated repair station with a 
Powerplant rating may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and 
alterations on powerplants and auxiliary power units under the provisions listed 
on its operations specifications; (ii) A certificated repair station with a 
Powerplant rating shall not perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations on those articles for which an Airframe or Propeller rating is required, 
unless the repair station possesses the appropriate rating; and (iii) A certificated 
repair station with a Powerplant rating is not required to obtain a separate 
Component rating to maintain articles associated with its rating and capabilities. 

The current Powerplant rating has three classes: Class 1—Reciprocating engines of 400 horsepower or less, Class 2—Reciprocating engines of more than 400 
horsepower, and Class 3—Turbine engines. When the FAA established the current Powerplant rating, reciprocating radial engines that produced more than 400 
horsepower powered nearly all large aircraft. These engines differed substantially from the horizontallyopposed reciprocating engines with less than 400 
horsepower that manufacturers used to power general aviation aircraft. In 1941 (which was when the repair station ratings were originally developed), horsepower 
evaluations were the most common of the methods available to determine the complexity of engines. Today, this methodology is antiquated and adds no value to 
the Powerplant rating. It is possible for small horizontally-opposed reciprocating engines to produce more than 400 horsepower. Further, most modern transport 
category aircraft now have turbine engines, while manufacturers no longer produce high horsepower radial engines. This is the exact opposite of what was in place 
when the FAA established the current Powerplant rating (i.e., manufacturers were just beginning to use turbine engines on civil aircraft). Therefore, separate 
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classes for reciprocating engines are no longer useful. Under the proposed Powerplant rating, the FAA intends to establish four categories: Category 1: 
Reciprocating engine. Category 2: Turbine engine. Category 3: Auxiliary Power Units (APU). Category 4: All other powerplants. Reciprocating engines would be 
grouped into one category regardless of the horsepower generated. Turbine engines would continue to be grouped into one category. Since reciprocating and 
turbine engines do not cross technological boundaries, the FAA believes the two categories sufficiently capture the types of engine work that a repair station may 
perform. A new category for APUs is proposed because they have evolved into a specialized technology in the powerplant arena. An APU refers to any gas 
turbine-powered unit delivering rotating shaft power or compressed air, or both, that is not intended for propelling aircraft. APUs often drive aircraft generators and 
air-conditioning packs. APUs also can be used as an extra source of energy to start the primary aircraft engines. The design configurations of some aircraft rely on 
an APU for provisional back-up electrical power in flight if the primary power sources fail. The fourth category, All other powerplants, would be created to allow 
growth within the Powerplant rating for any other powerplant units not commonly used in aircraft today, such as solely electric engines. Under the proposed rating 
system, a repair station holding a new Powerplant rating could perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations of the powerplant and associated 
articles that are necessary for the powerplant to operate properly. An application for the proposed Powerplant rating would have to include a list of the make, 
model, or series of all aircraft engines and APUs that the repair station intends to maintain. This is a marked change for current powerplant class rated repair 
stations. As was the case with the proposed Airframe rating, the FAA is proposing to use the term ‘‘category’’ as a replacement for the term ‘‘class.’’ 

§ 145.59 Ratings. (c) Propeller ratings. (1) Class 1: Fixed-pitch and ground-
adjustable propellers of wood, metal, or composite construction. (2) Class 2: 
Other propellers, by make. 

§ 145.1059 Ratings. (c) Propeller rating. The following categories are 
authorized under the Propeller rating: (1) Category 1: Fixed-pitch and ground-
adjustable pitch propellers. (2) Category 2: Variable-pitch propellers. (3) 
Category 3: All other propellers. (i) A certificated repair station with a Propeller 
rating may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations on 
propellers under the provisions listed on its operations specifications; (ii) A 
certificated repair station with a Propeller rating shall not perform maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alterations on those articles for which an Airframe 
or Powerplant rating is required, unless the repair station possesses the 
appropriate rating; and (iii) A certificated repair station with a Propeller rating is 
not required to obtain a separate Component rating to maintain articles 
associated with its rating and capabilities. 

Under the current regulations, the Propeller rating has two classes. Class 1 covers fixed-pitch and ground adjustable propellers of wood, metal, or composite 
construction. All other propellers, by make, fall under Class 2. This distinction is based on the different levels of complexity between a propeller with no moving 
parts and a propeller with a mechanical system that controls the pitch of the propeller while operating. Aircraft with small reciprocating engines generally have 
fixed-pitch propellers, while aircraft with high horsepower engines have variable-pitch propellers. Although varying levels of complexity exist for propellers, most 
repair stations performing maintenance on propellers hold both class ratings. As was the case with the current Airframe rating, the use of a propeller’s composition 
as a basis to classify propellers has lost its usefulness. The proposed Propeller rating would be structured to categorize propellers by complexity of designs and 
would no longer refer to the composition of a propeller as a method of categorization. The proposed structure of the Propeller rating is: Category 1: Fixed-pitch and 
ground adjustable propellers. Category 2: Variable-pitch propellers. Category 3: All other propellers. The proposed Propeller rating would permit a repair station to 
perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations on propellers and their respective individual component parts that are necessary for the propellers 
to operate. Examples of these propeller component parts would be propeller blade pitch controls, governors, pitch change assemblies, pitch locks, mechanical 
stops, and feathering system components. The proposed Propeller rating does not include main and auxiliary rotors (Airframe rating required) or rotating airfoils of 
aircraft engines (Powerplant rating required). An application for the proposed Propeller rating would have to include a list of the make, model, or series of all 
propellers that the repair station intends to maintain. As was the case with the proposed Airframe and Powerplant ratings, the FAA is proposing to use the term 
‘‘category’’ as a replacement for the term ‘‘class.’’ 
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§ 145.59 Ratings. (d) Radio ratings. (1) Class 1: Communication equipment. 
Radio transmitting and/or receiving equipment used in an aircraft to send or 
receive communications in flight, regardless of carrier frequency or type of 
modulation used. This equipment includes auxiliary and related aircraft 
interphone systems, amplifier systems, electrical or electronic intercrew 
signaling devices, and similar equipment. This equipment does not include 
equipment used for navigating or aiding navigation of aircraft, equipment used 
for measuring altitude or terrain clearance, other measuring equipment 
operated on radio or radar principles, or mechanical, electrical, gyroscopic, or 
electronic instruments that are a part of communications radio equipment. (2) 
Class 2: Navigational equipment. A radio system used in an aircraft for en route 
or approach navigation. This does not include equipment operated on radar or 
pulsed radio frequency principles, or equipment used for measuring altitude or 
terrain clearance. (3) Class 3: Radar equipment. An aircraft electronic system 
operated on radar or pulsed radio frequency principles. (e) Instrument ratings. 
(1) Class 1: Mechanical. A diaphragm, bourdon tube, aneroid, optical, or 
mechanically driven centrifugal instrument used on aircraft or to operate aircraft, 
including tachometers, airspeed indicators, pressure gauges drift sights, 
magnetic compasses, altimeters, or similar mechanical instruments. (2) Class 2: 
Electrical. Self-synchronous and electrical-indicating instruments and systems, 
including remote indicating instruments, cylinder head temperature gauges, or 
similar electrical instruments. (3) Class 3: Gyroscopic. An instrument or system 
using gyroscopic principles and motivated by air pressure or electrical energy, 
including automatic pilot control units, turn and bank indicators, directional 
gyros, and their parts, and flux gate and gyrosyn compasses. (4) Class 4: 
Electronic. An instrument whose operation depends on electron tubes, 
transistors, or similar devices, including capacitance type quantity gauges, 
system amplifiers, and engine analyzers. (f) Accessory ratings. (1) Class 1: A 
mechanical accessory that depends on friction, hydraulics, mechanical linkage, 
or pneumatic pressure for operation, including aircraft wheel brakes, 
mechanically driven pumps, carburetors, aircraft wheel assemblies, shock 
absorber struts and hydraulic servo units. (2) Class 2: An electrical accessory 
that depends on electrical energy for its operation, and a generator, including 
starters, voltage regulators, electric motors, electrically driven fuel pumps 
magnetos, or similar electrical accessories. (3) Class 3: An electronic accessory 
that depends on the use of an electron tube transistor, or similar device, 
including supercharger, temperature, air conditioning controls, or similar 
electronic controls. 

§ 145.1059 Ratings. (d) Component rating. (1) A certificated repair station with 
a Component rating may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and 
alterations on appliances and components that are not installed on an airframe, 
powerplant, or propeller under the provisions listed on its operations 
specifications. (2) A certificated repair station with a Component rating must 
have an Airframe, Powerplant, or Propeller rating with limitations in accordance 
with § 145.1061 to install articles on those products. (e) Specialized Service 
rating. (1) The FAA may issue a Specialized Service rating to a certificated 
repair station that performs a specific and unique maintenance function. (2) The 
maintenance function must be performed in accordance with an FAA 
acceptable specification. (3) The repair station’s operations specifications must 
contain the specification used to perform the maintenance function. The 
specification may be: (i) A current industry or military specification acceptable to 
the FAA or, (ii) A specification developed by the applicant and approved by the 
FAA. (4) A certificated repair station may, under its Specialized Service rating, 
perform only the maintenance functions that are listed on the repair station’s 
operations specifications. (5) A certificated repair station with a Specialized 
Service rating shall not contract out any maintenance function associated with 
that rating. 

The current Radio rating (§ 145.59(d)) consists of three classes: Class 1— Communication equipment, Class 2— Navigation equipment, and Class 3— Radar 
equipment. In its report, ARAC indicated that technological advances in avionics have led to much controversy over this categorization of equipment. ARAC noted 
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that modern avionics equipment typically integrates communication and navigation functions into a single avionics appliance. Radar and radio equipment that 
operate using pulse technology also serve communication and navigation functions. As such, repair stations performing work on avionics equipment often hold a 
Radio rating with all three of the classes. The current Instrument rating (§ 145.59(e)) consists of four classes: Class 1—Mechanical, Class 2— Electrical, Class 3—
Gyroscopic, and Class 4—Electronic. These classes were established based on the technology available at the time. However, most instruments currently operate 
using a combination of these technologies. These class distinctions are no longer appropriate. The current Accessory rating (current § 145.59(f)) has three 
classes. Class 1 is mechanical accessories that depend on friction, hydraulics, mechanical linkage, or pneumatic pressure for operation. Class 2 is electrical 
accessories that depend on electrical energy for their operation and generators. Class 3 is electronic accessories that depend on the use of an electron tube, 
transistor, or similar device. Similar to the Instrument rating, the classes for the Accessory rating identify the article’s principle of operation. Many articles 
maintained under this rating use a combination of principles, thus requiring repair stations to hold all the class ratings for an Accessory rating. The classes defined 
in §§ 145.59(d), (e), and (f) are essentially the same as when they were implemented in 1941. The technological advances in radios, instruments, and accessories 
have often combined many of the functions and modernized the construction of the articles detailed in these classes. Under oo current rule, repair stations may not 
be able to categorize properly the articles on which they desire to perform maintenance. Therefore, repair stations may be required to possess tools and 
equipment that are either antiquated or not available. The FAA is proposing a new Component rating to replace the Radio, Instrument, and Accessory ratings. The 
proposed Component rating would allow repair stations to perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations on various components and related 
articles that are not installed on an airframe, powerplant, or propeller. The various components and articles that are currently included in a Radio, Instrument, or 
Accessory class rating would be absorbed into the Component rating. A repair station with a Component rating would be required to have an Airframe, Powerplant, 
or Propeller rating with limitations to install components or appliances. The FAA believes that the comments generated in previous rulemaking attempts are being 
addressed by this proposed rating. The Component rating would open opportunities for repair stations to have numerous components listed on their operations 
specifications, thus generating more work and revenue. An application for the proposed Component rating would have to include a list of the components that the 
repair station intends to maintain. 

§ 145.61 Limited ratings. (a) The FAA may issue a limited rating to a 
certificated repair station that maintains or alters only a particular type of 
airframe, powerplant, propeller, radio, instrument, or accessory, or part thereof, 
or performs only specialized maintenance requiring equipment and skills not 
ordinarily performed under other repair station ratings. Such a rating may be 
limited to a specific model aircraft, engine, or constituent part, or to any number 
of parts made by a particular manufacturer. 

§ 145.1059 Ratings. (e) Specialized Service rating. (1) The FAA may issue a 
Specialized Service rating to a certificated repair station that performs a specific 
and unique maintenance function. (2) The maintenance function must be 
performed in accordance with an FAA acceptable specification. (3) The repair 
station’s operations specifications must contain the specification used to 
perform the maintenance function. The specification may be: (i) A current 
industry or military specification acceptable to the FAA or, (ii) A specification 
developed by the applicant and approved by the FAA. (4) A certificated repair 
station may, under its Specialized Service rating, perform only the maintenance 
functions that are listed on the repair station’s operations specifications. (5) A 
certificated repair station with a Specialized Service rating shall not contract out 
any maintenance function associated with that rating. 

The FAA is proposing a new rating, called Specialized Service, to address what is currently listed as specialized services functions of a limited rating. This rating 
would be different from the other ratings in that it focuses on the maintenance being performed rather than the article being maintained. A repair station with a 
Specialized Service rating could perform a specialized maintenance function that might apply across multiple other ratings. The proposed Specialized Service 
rating is substantially the same as the existing limited rating for specialized services in § 145.61. The Specialized Service rating would allow a repair station to 
perform a specific and unique function associated with the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration of an article. The repair station’s operations 
specifications would list the Specialized Service rating and the specification used in performing that specialized service. The specification could be a military, 
industry, or applicant-developed specification that was approved by the FAA. Examples of specialized services would include, but not be limited to, non-destructive 
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testing or inspection, welding, heat-treating, plating, and plasma spraying. If specialized service functions are contained within a repair station’s existing ratings, 
the repair station would not require an additional rating to perform that service. For example, if an Airframe rated repair station has the inhouse capability to 
perform x-ray inspections in accordance with the airframe Instructions for Continued Airworthiness, it would not need to have a Specialized Service rating to 
perform that function on an airframe for which it is already rated. As is the case with the current limited specialized service rating, this rating could enhance the 
capabilities of some repair stations that are limited by the article-based rating they possess. This individual rating would allow a repair station to perform the 
maintenance function outside of its article-based rating—to specialize in a particular maintenance function without being required to hold an Airframe, Powerplant, 
Propeller, or Component rating to perform the service. An application for the proposed Specialized Service rating would have to include a list of the services, with 
associated specifications, that the repair station intends to provide. 

§ 145.61 Limited ratings. (b) The FAA issues limited ratings for—(1) Airframes 
of a particular make and model;(2) Engines of a particular make and model;(3) 
Propellers of a particular make and model;(4) Instruments of a particular make 
and model;(5) Radio equipment of a particular make and model;(6) Accessories 
of a particular make and model;(7) Landing gear components;(8) Floats, by 
make;(9) Nondestructive inspection, testing, and processing;(10) Emergency 
equipment;(11) Rotor blades, by make and model; and(12) Aircraft fabric work. 
(c) For a limited rating for specialized services, the operations specifications of 
the repair station must contain the specification used to perform the specialized 
service. The specification may be—(1) A civil or military specification currently 
used by industry and approved by the FAA, or (2) A specification developed by 
the applicant and approved by the FAA. 

§ 145.1061 Limitations to ratings. (a) The FAA may issue limitations to the 
ratings of a certificated repair station for a particular type of airframe, 
powerplant, propeller, component, or specialized service that is listed on the 
repair station’s operations specifications. (b) The repair station’s operations 
specifications will identify the rating in § 145.1059 to which the limitations apply. 
(c) Limitations to any rating in § 145.1059 may be issued as deemed 
appropriate by the FAA, including, but not limited to, line maintenance. 

Section 145.61 provides for limited ratings based on a repair station performing maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations on a particular make or model 
of aircraft, powerplant, propeller, radio, instrument, accessory, or part thereof, and for performing specialized maintenance. The FAA is proposing that limited 
ratings no longer be issued. Proposed § 145.1061 would more accurately detail the FAA’s current practice of issuing limitations to the rating of a certificated repair 
station. For example, if a repair station intends to perform only interior configuration work or aircraft painting, the FAA would issue the repair station a limitation to 
its Airframe rating and list that limitation on the repair station’s operations specifications. The repair station’s operations specifications would specify the rating to 
which the limitation applies in sufficient detail to describe the maintenance capabilities of the repair station. The FAA believes that the ability to place limitations 
when necessary on a repair station’s rating is essential to accurately reflect the repair station’s capabilities. Currently, a repair station’s operations specifications 
contain provisions for this purpose. This proposed change would add regulatory language to control what has historically been an essential part of the rating 
system. 

Subpart C—Housing Subpart H— Technical Data, Housing, Facilities, Equipment, and Materials 

§ 145.101 General. A certificated repair station must provide housing, facilities, 
equipment, materials, and data that meet the applicable requirements for the 
issuance of the certificate and ratings the repair station holds. 

§ 145.1101 General. A certificated repair station must provide the technical 
data, housing, facilities, equipment, tools, test apparatus, and materials that 
meet the applicable requirements for the issuance of the certificate and any 
rating the repair station holds. 

The FAA proposes to add tools and test apparatus to the items that a repair station must provide under proposed § 145.1101. Tools and test apparatus are added 
for consistency with the maintenance performance requirements of § 43.13(a). The FAA also proposes to add the word ‘‘any’’ to near the end of the sentence so 
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that it reads ‘‘any rating the repair station holds.’’ 

§ 145.103 Housing and facilities requirements. (a) Each certificated repair 
station must provide—(1) Housing for the facilities, equipment, materials, and 
personnel consistent with its ratings. 

§ 145.1103 Housing and facilities requirements. (a) Each certificated repair 
station must provide and maintain— (1) Suitable permanent housing for the 
facilities, equipment, materials, and personnel consistent with its ratings. 

To ensure that the housing and other environmental protections continue in force, the FAA is proposing to change the phrase in the first line of § 145.103(a) from 
‘‘repair station must provide-* * *’’ to ‘‘repair station must provide and maintain- * * *’’ in proposed § 145.1103(a). Paragraph (a)(1) of § 145.103 requires each 
certificated repair station to provide housing for the facilities, equipment, materials, and personnel consistent with its ratings. It has long been FAA policy that a 
repair station must have a permanent fixed location from which to operate. There have been occasions where the housing used to obtain certification was either 
relinquished by the certificate holder to the facility owner, or further sub-leased for other purposes rendering the repair station essentially unable to perform the 
maintenance for which it was certificated. The FAA believes it is necessary to reinforce the need for repair stations to provide assurance that work is performed 
adequately and to the manufacturer’s standards. This means protection of workers from unfavorable environmental conditions so that their performance and the 
airworthiness of the articles they are maintaining are not adversely affected. Repair stations would be required to provide suitable and permanent housing to 
protect the articles being maintained from contamination, foreign object debris, or conditions that may promote corrosion or other deteriorating conditions. 
Therefore, the FAA proposes to revise this section to require ‘‘suitable permanent’’ housing. A requirement for permanent housing refers not only to the 
construction of the facility, but also to the fact that the certificate holder must have sole operational control at all times of the housing it uses to obtain certification, 
either by ownership or by contract. The FAA understands that repair stations may share the same hangar or building, and this would still be allowed under this 
proposal. However, these repair stations may not share the same space in that hangar or building and each repair station must have full control of its space at all 
times. In addition, it must be clearly defined as to what space is under the control or contract of each repair station and this space must be clearly defined in each 
repair station’s manual as required in proposed § 145.1209(b). 

§ 145.103 Housing and facilities requirements. (a)(2) Facilities for properly 
performing the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations of articles 
or the specialized services for which it is rated. Facilities must include the 
following: (i) Sufficient work space and areas for the proper segregation and 
protection of articles during all maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations;(ii) Segregated work areas enabling environmentally hazardous or 
sensitive operations such as painting, cleaning, welding, avionics work, 
electronic work, and machining to be done properly and in a manner that does 
not adversely affect other maintenance or alteration articles or activities;(iii) 
Suitable racks, hoists, trays, stands, and other segregation means for the 
storage and protection of all articles undergoing maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations;(iv) Space sufficient to segregate articles and 
materials stocked for installation from those articles undergoing maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alterations; and(v) Ventilation, lighting, and control 
of temperature, humidity, and other climatic conditions sufficient to ensure 
personnel perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations to the 
standards required by this part. 

§ 145.1103 Housing and facilities requirements. (a)(2) Facilities for properly 
performing the maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations of articles 
for which it is rated. Facilities must include the following: (i) Sufficient work 
space and areas for the proper segregation and protection of articles during all 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations; (ii) Segregated work 
areas enabling environmentally hazardous or sensitive operations such as 
painting, cleaning, welding, avionics work, electronic work, and machining to be 
done properly and in a manner that does not adversely affect other 
maintenance or alterations of articles or activities; (iii) Suitable racks, hoists, 
trays, stands, and other segregation means for the storage and protection of all 
articles undergoing maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations; (iv) 
Space sufficient to segregate and protect articles and materials stocked for 
installation from those articles undergoing maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations; and (v) Ventilation, lighting, and control of 
temperature, humidity, and other climatic conditions sufficient to ensure 
personnel perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations to the 
standards required by this part.  

The FAA is also proposing, in § 145.1103(a)(2), to delete the reference to specialized services currently found in § 145.103(a)(2). When used in conjunction with 
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maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations, the reference to specialized services is redundant because complete maintenance of an article includes all 
necessary services. The FAA is also proposing to include protection of articles in § 145.1103(a)(2)(iv). Currently, a repair station’s facility is required to include 
sufficient space to segregate articles and materials stocked for installation from those undergoing maintenance or alterations. The FAA is proposing to change 
‘‘segregate articles * * * ’’ in current § 145.103(a)(2)(iv) to ‘‘segregate and protect articles * * *.’’ in § 145.1103(a)(2)(iv) to be consistent with the intent not only to 
segregate but also to protect articles as stated in current § 145.103(a)(2)(i) and in proposed § 145.1103((a)(2)(i) ‘‘for the proper segregation and protection of 
articles during all maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations.’’ It is inconsistent to require articles to be protected during maintenance but not require 
them to be protected in storage prior to being used in maintenance. Finally, a grammatical error currently exists in § 145.103(a)(2)(ii) that the FAA would correct in 
proposed § 145.1103(a)(2)(ii) by adding the word ‘‘of’’ near the end of the sentence so that it reads ‘‘alteration of articles * * *.’’ 

§ 145.103 Housing and facilities requirements. (b) A certificated repair 
station with an airframe rating must provide suitable permanent housing to 
enclose the largest type and model of aircraft listed on its operations 
specifications. 

§ 145.1103 Housing and facilities requirements. (b) A certificated repair 
station with an airframe rating must provide and maintain suitable permanent 
housing with the ability to enclose the largest type and model of aircraft for 
which it is rated. Notwithstanding this requirement for suitable permanent 
housing, the FAA may determine that a repair station with limitations to its 
airframe rating does not need to have housing to enclose an entire aircraft if the 
FAA determines that adequate environmental protection is provided by the 
repair station consistent with the limitations issued in accordance with § 
145.1061. 

Under current § 145.103(b), a certificated repair station with an Airframe rating must provide suitable permanent housing to enclose the largest type and model of 
aircraft listed on its operations specifications without consideration of the limits of the work being performed. Even if the work is limited to a certain part, portion, or 
section of the aircraft, a repair station must be able to house the entire aircraft if it has an Airframe rating. To retain the level of safety established by certification of 
a repair station under part 145, but to lessen the impact to those repair stations performing line maintenance or other maintenance not normally associated with a 
requirement to have housing to enclose the entire aircraft, the FAA is proposing, in § 145.1103(b), to provide relief from the housing requirement of § 145.103(b). 
The proposed change would allow a repair station with an Airframe rating and appropriate limitations to that rating to perform the limited airframe maintenance 
without having housing to enclose the entire aircraft. If, as determined by the FAA, the repair station provides adequate environmental protection for the work being 
performed under the limitation to its rating, it would not be required to house the complete aircraft. This is consistent with the housing exception for line 
maintenance found in § 145.205(d). The proposed rule permits an evaluation of the housing requirements based on limitations to the Airframe rating. This would 
allow for the certification of a repair station with an Airframe rating, limited to the performance of maintenance such as simple daily scheduled checks or some work 
limited to aircraft interiors, to not have housing to enclose the entire aircraft. Repair stations currently performing work under a line maintenance authorization 
could be provided appropriate housing relief by this proposed section if they otherwise meet the requirements of part 145. This change would provide clarity and 
some relief in not requiring that the entire airframe be enclosed if the FAA determines the repair station provides adequate environmental protection for the work 
being performed. This option would be available only for repair stations with an Airframe rating with limitations. If a repair station has an Airframe rating with no 
limitations or limitations allowing work on substantially an entire airframe, it would be required to have suitable permanent housing to enclose the largest aircraft for 
which it is rated. 

§ 145.103 Housing and facilities requirements. (c) A certificated repair 
station may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations on 
articles outside of its housing if it provides suitable facilities that are acceptable 
to the FAA and meet the requirements of § 145.103(a) so that the work can be 
done in accordance with the requirements of part 43 of this chapter. 

§ 145.1103 Housing and facilities requirements. (c) A certificated repair 
station may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations on 
articles outside of its housing if it provides suitable facilities that are acceptable 
to the FAA and meet the requirements of § 145.1103(a) so the work can be 
performed in accordance with the requirements of part 43 of this chapter. 
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 § 145.1103 Housing and facilities requirements. (d) A certificated repair 
station may continually perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and 
alterations on any article for which it is rated at additional fixed locations if the 
following requirements are met: (1) The repair station applies for and receives 
approval of additional fixed locations. (2) For a repair station located within the 
United States, the additional fixed location is within the geographical boundaries 
of the Certificate Holding District Office. (3) For a repair station located outside 
of the United States, the additional fixed location is within close proximity of the 
certificated repair station, as determined by the FAA. (4) The location is 
permanently affixed and is under the managerial control and authority of the 
repair station. (5) The maintenance functions performed at the additional fixed 
locations are in support of and within the scope of the ratings listed on the 
repair station’s operations specifications. 

The FAA is also proposing to add a new § 145.1103(d) to allow a repair station to use multiple fixed locations in performing maintenance, preventive maintenance, 
and alterations under its repair station certificate. Additional fixed locations are not recognized in the current rule. This has led to inconsistent or non-authorization 
of the use of additional permanent locations. Repair stations often find it necessary to use locations other than the primary facility for environmental reasons (such 
as noise abatement for an engine overhaul shop doing test runs). In recognition of this need, additional fixed locations could be authorized if: 1) The repair station 
applies for and receives approval of additional fixed locations. 2) The location is within the geographic boundaries of the certificate holding district office. 3) The 
location is permanently affixed and is under the managerial control and authority of the repair station certificate. 4) The maintenance functions performed at the 
additional fixed locations are in support of and within the scope of the ratings listed on the repair station operations specifications. If a fixed location were located 
outside of the geographic boundary of the FAA office with oversight responsibilities, the additional fixed location either would have to be certificated as a satellite 
repair station and meet the requirements of proposed § 145.1107, or it would require its own repair station certificate under the provisions of proposed § 145.1051 
and § 145.1053. 

§ 145.105 Change of location, housing or facilities. (a) A certificated repair 
station may not change the location of its housing without written approval from 
the FAA.(b) A certificated repair station may not make any changes to its 
housing or facilities required by § 145.103 that could have a significant effect on 
its ability to perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations 
under its repair station certificate and operations specifications without written 
approval from the FAA.(c) The FAA may prescribe the conditions, including any 
limitations, under which a certificated repair station must operate while it is 
changing its location, housing, or facilities. 

§ 145.1105 Change of location, housing, or facilities. (a) A certificated repair 
station shall not change the location of its housing without written approval from 
the FAA. (b) A certificated repair station shall not make any changes to its 
housing or facilities required by § 145.1103 that could have a significant effect 
on its ability to perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations 
under its repair station certificate and operations specifications without written 
approval from the FAA. (c) The FAA may prescribe the conditions, including any 
limitations, under which a certificated repair station must operate while it is 
changing its location, housing, or facilities. 

§ 145.107 Satellite repair stations. (a) A certificated repair station under the 
managerial control of another certificated repair station may operate as a 
satellite repair station with its own certificate issued by the FAA. A satellite 
repair station—(1) May not hold a rating not held by the certificated repair 
station with managerial control;(2) Must meet the requirements for each rating it 
holds;(3) Must submit a repair station manual acceptable to the FAA as 

§ 145.1107 Satellite repair stations. (a) A certificated repair station under the 
managerial control of another certificated repair station may operate as a 
satellite repair station with its own certificate issued by the FAA. Each satellite 
repair station must: (1) Meet the requirements for each rating it holds (2) Submit 
to its certificate holding district office the same manuals as the repair station 
that exercises managerial control. Each manual must identify any specific 
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required by § 145.207; and(4) Must submit a quality control manual acceptable 
to the FAA as required by § 145.211(c).(b) Unless the FAA indicates otherwise, 
personnel and equipment from the certificated repair station with managerial 
control and from each of the satellite repair stations may be shared. However, 
inspection personnel must be designated for each satellite repair station and 
available at the satellite repair station any time a determination of airworthiness 
or return to service is made. In other circumstances, inspection personnel may 
be away from the premises but must be available by telephone, radio, or other 
electronic means. (c) A satellite repair station may not be located in a country 
other than the domicile country of the certificated repair station with managerial 
control. 

processes or procedures either unique to the satellite repair station or 
applicable only to the repair station with managerial control. (3) Submit to its 
certificate holding district office the same training program for approval as the 
repair station that exercises managerial control. The program must identify any 
specific processes or procedures either unique to the satellite repair station or 
applicable only to the repair station with managerial control. (4) Be able to 
demonstrate compliance with its manual. (5) Meet the housing and facility 
requirements of § 145.1103. (6) Have its own housing and facilities in a location 
with a physical address other than the repair station with managerial control. (b) 
Unless the FAA indicates otherwise, personnel and equipment from a 
certificated repair station with managerial control and from each of its satellite 
repair stations may be shared. However, inspection personnel must be 
designated for each satellite repair station and available at the satellite repair 
station any time a determination of airworthiness or approval for return to 
service is made. At other times, inspection personnel may be away from the 
premises but must be available by telephone, radio, or other electronic means. 
(c) A satellite repair station may not be located in a country other than the 
domicile country of the certificated repair station with managerial control. 

In proposed § 145.1107(a), the FAA proposes to remove the current restriction in § 145.107(a)(1) that a satellite repair station may not hold a rating not held by the 
certificated repair station with managerial control. The FAA believes that the agency should not impose these restrictions on satellite repair stations. Additionally, 
the FAA proposes to require that an applicant for a satellite repair station submit the same repair station and quality control system manuals as the repair station 
with managerial control (proposed § 145.1107(a)(2)). The satellite repair station would have to identify any specific processes or procedures unique to the satellite 
repair station in appendices or sections of the manuals. The other new paragraphs proposed in § 145.1107(a) would require a satellite repair station to: • Submit 
the same training program as the repair station with managerial control, with processes or procedures unique to the satellite or managerial repair station identified 
(proposed paragraph (a)(3)). • Demonstrate compliance with its manual and any additional manual sections applicable to the satellite (proposed paragraph (a)(4)). 
• Meet the housing and facility requirements of proposed § 145.1103 since it is a separately certificated repair station (proposed paragraph (a)(5)). • Have its own 
facility in a location with a physical address other than the repair station with managerial control (proposed paragraph (a)(6)). Finally, the requirement currently in § 
145.107(a)(2) that the satellite repair station meet the requirements for each rating it holds would be retained in proposed § 145.1107(a)(1). 

§ 145.109 Equipment, materials and data requirements. (a) Except as 
otherwise prescribed by the FAA, a certificated repair station must have the 
equipment, tools, and materials necessary to perform the maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alterations under its repair station certificate and 
operations specifications in accordance with part 43. The equipment, tools, and 
material must be located on the premises and under the repair station's control 
when the work is being done. (b) A certificated repair station must ensure all 
test and inspection equipment and tools used to make airworthiness 
determinations on articles are calibrated to a standard acceptable to the FAA. 
(c) The equipment, tools, and material must be those recommended by the 
manufacturer of the article or must be at least equivalent to those 

§ 145.1109 Technical data, equipment, tools, test apparatus, and materials 
requirements. (a) Except as otherwise prescribed by the FAA, a certificated 
repair station must have and maintain the equipment, tools, test apparatus, 
materials, and, in a format acceptable to the FAA, the technical data necessary 
to perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations under its 
repair station certificate and operations specifications in accordance with part 
43 of this chapter. (b) Notwithstanding the requirement in paragraph (a) of this 
section for a repair station to have the necessary equipment, tools, and test 
apparatus, that requirement may be met for specialized and rarely used 
equipment, tools, and test apparatus if the repair station can demonstrate to the 
FAA it has made arrangements with another person to make those items 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-05-21/pdf/2012-11984.pdf


14 CFR Part 145 vs. Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (77 FR 30054) 

June 7, 2012 Page 22 of 39 
 

14 CFR Part 145 NPRM 

recommended by the manufacturer and acceptable to the FAA. (d) A 
certificated repair station must maintain, in a format acceptable to the FAA, the 
documents and data required for the performance of maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations under its repair station certificate and operations 
specifications in accordance with part 43. The following documents and data 
must be current and accessible when the relevant work is being done: (1) 
Airworthiness directives, (2) Instructions for continued airworthiness, (3) 
Maintenance manuals, (4) Overhaul manuals, (5) Standard practice manuals, 
(6) Service bulletins, and (7) Other applicable data acceptable to or approved 
by the FAA. 

available to the repair station at any time their use is required. (c) A certificated 
repair station must ensure that all test and inspection equipment and tools used 
to make airworthiness determinations on articles are calibrated to a standard 
acceptable to the FAA. 

The FAA is proposing to add test apparatus and data to the list of items that a repair station would have to have on the premises and under its control when it is 
performing work requiring its use. This would remove potential uncertainty surrounding whether a necessary piece of test apparatus or data was considered to be 
‘‘equipment,’’ ‘‘tools,’’ or neither. In addition, including test apparatus would be consistent with the requirements in § 43.13(a). Accordingly, the FAA is proposing to 
revise the section heading to include test apparatus. The FAA is also proposing to include an element of the relief provided in current § 145.51(b) pertaining to 
meeting the equipment requirement by having a contract with another person to make the equipment available when the work it requires is being performed (see 
proposed § 145.1109(b)). The issue of whether all the equipment must be on site for initial inspection was discussed above in the context of the agency’s 
proposing to delete the contract provision from the initial certification requirements in proposed § 145.1051(b). Although the agency believes it is important during 
initial certification to observe all the necessary equipment, tools, and apparatus for its placement on site and to evaluate an applicant’s ability to use it, the FAA 
agrees with previous commenters who voiced concerns about not having to purchase expensive, seldom used equipment and to have it permanently in place 
when they could instead obtain it through contract when needed. The relief proposed in § 145.1109(b) would allow a repair station to meet the equipment, tools, 
and test apparatus requirement of proposed § 145.1109(a) for specialized and rarely used equipment, tools, and test apparatus if the repair station demonstrates 
to the FAA that it has made arrangements with another person to make those items available when their use is required. All equipment must be in place during the 
demonstration and inspection phase of certification. Currently, § 145.109(d) lists certain documents that repair stations must keep that are necessary for 
performing maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations. It requires that the documents be ‘‘current and accessible when the relevant work is being done.’’ 
A strict reading of the requirement that these documents be current has created unnecessary compliance and enforcement issues. A recent FAA legal 
interpretation clarified that ‘‘current’’ in this context means ‘‘up to date,’’ i.e. the most recent version (revision) of the document (e.g. maintenance manual) issued 
by the manufacturer. This is a paperwork requirement only, as the same interpretation made clear that if a maintenance provider used a prior version/revision of a 
manual in performing maintenance, there would be no violation of the maintenance performance rules unless the FAA could show that the data used was no 
longer acceptable. This is so because of the flexibility provided in the maintenance regulations. For example, the performance standards set forth in § 43.13(a) 
provides that the person performing maintenance shall use the current manufacturer’s maintenance manual or Instructions for Continued Airworthiness [ICA], ‘‘or 
other methods, techniques, and practices acceptable to the Administrator * * *.’’ Enforcement issues have arisen because some inspectors have concluded that 
the requirement to have a document be ‘‘current and accessible’’ when work is being done means that the most up-to-the-minute manual revision be incorporated 
into the repair station’s system even though such immediate incorporation may not be realistic. This can be due to a number of real-world constraints, (e.g., mail 
delays, revision publishing and distribution logistics, and export constraints pertaining to technical data). The housekeeping means for assuring appropriate 
compliance is contemplated in the current rule through the repair station’s quality control system. Currently, § 145.211(a) requires that each repair station establish 
and maintain a quality control system acceptable to the FAA that ensures the airworthiness of the articles being maintained. Section 145.211(c) provides that, as 
part of a repair station’s acceptable quality control system, the repair station must keep current a quality control manual in a format acceptable to the FAA, and 
specifies what that manual must include. Section 145.211(c)(1)(v) provides specifically that the manual include a description of the procedures used for 
‘‘[e]stablishing and maintaining current technical data for maintaining articles.’’ In developing acceptable procedures for assuring the currency of the technical data, 
repair stations typically work with their local Certificate Holding District Offices (CHDOs) to tailor procedures that consider realistic time constraints to incorporate 
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manual revisions and other changes/updates into their systems. So long as a repair station and its CHDO have established and agreed to realistic procedures for 
establishing and maintaining current data, it would be anomalous for an inspector to threaten enforcement action citing § 145.109(d) because a manufacturer had 
issued a revision that the repair station had not reasonably, in following its FAA-accepted quality control system, incorporated into its manual system. In view of 
these considerations, and the fact that proposed § 145.1109(a) would require repair stations to have the technical data, etc., to perform their maintenance in 
accordance with part 43, a specific list of documents such as that found in current § 145.109(d) would be redundant and possibly limiting. Therefore, because 
proposed § 145.1109(a) requires the technical data, equipment, tools, test apparatus, and materials required by part 43, we are deleting subparagraph § 
145.109(d) since it is inclusive in subparagraph § 145.1109(a). 

Subpart D—Personnel Subpart I—Personnel 

§ 145.151 Personnel requirements. Each certificated repair station must—(a) 
Designate a repair station employee as the accountable manager; (b) Provide 
qualified personnel to plan, supervise, perform, and approve for return to 
service the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations performed 
under the repair station certificate and operations specifications; (c) Ensure it 
has a sufficient number of employees with the training or knowledge and 
experience in the performance of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations authorized by the repair station certificate and operations 
specifications to ensure all work is performed in accordance with part 43; and 
(d) Determine the abilities of its noncertificated employees performing 
maintenance functions based on training, knowledge, experience, or practical 
tests. 

§ 145.1151 Personnel requirements. Each certificated repair station must— 
(a) Designate a repair station employee as the accountable manager; (b) 
Provide qualified personnel to plan, supervise, perform, and approve for return 
to service the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations performed 
under the repair station certificate and operations specifications; (c) Ensure it 
has a sufficient number of employees with the training or knowledge and 
experience in the performance of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations authorized by the repair station certificate and operations 
specifications to ensure all work, including work contracted to a noncertificated 
person in accordance with § 145.1217(b), is performed in accordance with part 
43 of this chapter; and (d) Determine the abilities of its employees performing 
maintenance functions based on training, knowledge, experience, or practical 
tests. 

Current § 145.151(c) provides that each repair station must ensure that it has a sufficient number of qualified employees to ensure all work is performed in 
accordance with part 43. While it is implicit in that rule that those personnel requirements apply when work is contracted to noncertificated persons (because the 
contracting repair station is responsible for determining the airworthiness of articles before approving them for return to service), the FAA is proposing for clarity to 
add a phrase in proposed § 145.1151(c) specifically referring to work contracted to a noncertificated person. 

§ 145.153 Supervisory personnel requirements. (a) A certificated repair 
station must ensure it has a sufficient number of supervisors to direct the work 
performed under the repair station certificate and operations specifications. The 
supervisors must oversee the work performed by any individuals who are 
unfamiliar with the methods, techniques, practices, aids, equipment, and tools 
used to perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations. (b) 
Each supervisor must—(1) If employed by a repair station located inside the 
United States, be certificated under part 65. (2) If employed by a repair station 
located outside the United States—(i) Have a minimum of 18 months of 
practical experience in the work being performed; or(ii) Be trained in or 
thoroughly familiar with the methods, techniques, practices, aids, equipment, 

§ 145.1153 Supervisory personnel requirements. (a) A certificated repair 
station must ensure it has a sufficient number of supervisors to direct the work 
performed under the repair station certificate and operations specifications. The 
supervisors must be present to oversee the work performed. (b) Each 
supervisor must— (1) If employed by a repair station located inside the United 
States, be appropriately certificated under part 65 of this chapter for the work 
being supervised. (2) If employed by a repair station located outside the United 
States- (i) Meet the requirements of paragraph (b)(1) of this section; or (ii) Meet 
the eligibility requirements of § 65.101(a)(1), (2), (3) and (5) of this chapter. (c) 
A certificated repair station must ensure its supervisors understand, speak, 
read, and write English. 
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and tools used to perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations. (c) A certificated repair station must ensure its supervisors 
understand, read, and write English. 

Section 145.153(a) requires supervisors to oversee the work performed by any individuals who are unfamiliar with the methods, techniques, practices, aids, 
equipment, and tools used to perform maintenance. The FAA is proposing to simplify this requirement to specify that supervisors must be present to oversee the 
work being performed by the repair station (see proposed § 145.1153(a). Section 145.153(b)(1) requires each supervisor employed by a repair station located 
inside the United States to be certificated under part 65. Supervisors may supervise only as allowed by the privileges of the certificate held as provided in part 65. 
For example, a supervisor certificated with only a Powerplant rating may not supervise personnel doing airframe maintenance, as the Powerplant rating does not 
provide that privilege. The FAA is proposing in § 145.1153(b)(1) to revise this requirement to state that the supervisor be appropriately certificated under part 65 for 
the work being supervised. Prior to the 2001 rule change, the language was clear in § 145.39(d): ‘‘Each person who is directly in charge of the maintenance 
functions of a repair station must be appropriately certificated under part 65 * * *’’. The omission of ‘‘appropriately’’ in 2001 was an oversight that the FAA will 
correct by reinserting ‘‘appropriately certificated under part 65’’ where such certification under part 65 is required. The appropriateness of the certificate is based in 
the privilege of the mechanic or repairman certificate issued under part 65 subpart D or E. For example, a supervisor who holds a mechanic certificate with 
airframe and powerplant ratings issued under part 65 would not be appropriately certificated to supervise work on instruments. A supervisor would need to hold a 
repairman certificate to supervise work on instruments. Currently, § 145.153(b)(2) contains a different set of qualifications for a supervisor employed by a repair 
station located outside the United States. For example, a supervisor in a foreign repair station is not required to be appropriately certificated under part 65. To 
eliminate these two dissimilar standards, the FAA is proposing two alternative paths for supervisor qualification in a repair station located outside the United 
States. The first would require the supervisor to have the appropriate certification under part 65; the second would require the supervisor to meet the repairman 
eligibility requirements of § 65.101(a)(1)(2)(3) and (5) (see proposed § 145.1153(b)(2)(i) and (ii)). Finally, § 145.153(c) requires repair stations to ensure that each 
supervisor understands, reads, and writes English. The FAA is proposing in § 145.1153(c) that these supervisors also be able to speak English. This would help to 
confirm that supervisors read and understand English. 

§ 145.155 Inspection personnel requirements. (a) A certificated repair station 
must ensure that persons performing inspections under the repair station 
certificate and operations specifications are—(1) Thoroughly familiar with the 
applicable regulations in this chapter and with the inspection methods, 
techniques, practices, aids, equipment, and tools used to determine the 
airworthiness of the article on which maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations are being performed; and (2) Proficient in using the various types of 
inspection equipment and visual inspection aids appropriate for the article being 
inspected; and (b) A certificated repair station must ensure its inspectors 
understand, read, and write English. 

§ 145.1155 Inspection personnel requirements. (a) A certificated repair 
station must ensure that persons performing inspections under the repair 
station certificate and operations specifications are— (1) Thoroughly familiar 
with the applicable regulations in this chapter and with the inspection methods, 
techniques, practices, aids, equipment, and tools used to determine the 
airworthiness of the article on which maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations are being performed; and (2) Proficient in using the various types of 
inspection equipment and visual inspection aids appropriate for the article being 
inspected. (b) A certificated repair station must ensure its inspectors 
understand, speak, read, and write English. (c) A certificated repair station must 
ensure that an inspector is available at the article while performing inspections. 

Section 145.155 sets forth the experience requirements for inspection personnel. Currently, this section requires only that inspectors be able to understand, read, 
and write English. The FAA is proposing to add a requirement to proposed § 145.1155(b) that inspectors be able to speak English as well. As stated above, the 
FAA believes this would help to confirm that these inspection personnel read and understand English. Section 145.155(a)(2) currently has the word ‘‘and’’ at the 
end of the section. This is an error as there is no § 145.155(a)(3). This error would not be carried over to proposed § 145.1155(a)(2) as the subsequent proposed § 
145.1155(b) stands alone. 
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§ 145.157 Personnel authorized to approve an article for return to service. 
(a) A certificated repair station located inside the United States must ensure 
each person authorized to approve an article for return to service under the 
repair station certificate and operations specifications is certificated under part 
65. (b) A certificated repair station located outside the United States must 
ensure each person authorized to approve an article for return to service under 
the repair station certificate and operations specifications is—(1) Trained in or 
has 18 months practical experience with the methods, techniques, practices, 
aids, equipment, and tools used to perform the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations; and(2) Thoroughly familiar with the applicable 
regulations in this chapter and proficient in the use of the various inspection 
methods, techniques, practices, aids, equipment, and tools appropriate for the 
work being performed and approved for return to service. (c) A certificated 
repair station must ensure each person authorized to approve an article for 
return to service understands, reads, and writes English. 

§ 145.1157 Personnel authorized to approve an article for return to 
service. (a) Each person authorized to approve an article for return to service 
must be thoroughly familiar with the applicable regulations in this chapter and 
proficient in the use of the various applicable inspection methods, techniques, 
and practices. (b) A certificated repair station located inside the United States 
must ensure that each person authorized to approve an article for return to 
service is appropriately certificated under part 65 of this chapter for the work 
approved. (c) A certificated repair station located outside the United States 
must ensure that each person authorized to approve an article for return to 
service: (1) Is certificated as required by paragraph (b) of this section, or; (2) 
Meets the eligibility requirements of § 65.101(a) (1), (2), (3) and (5) of this 
chapter. (d) A certificated repair station must ensure that each person 
authorized to approve an article for return to service understands, speaks, 
reads, and writes English. (e) A certificated repair station must ensure that a 
person authorized to approve an article for return to service is available to 
inspect the article any time such approval is made. 

Section 145.157 sets forth the experience requirements for the person authorized to approve an article for return to service. Section 145.157(a) requires each 
person authorized to approve an article for return to service employed by a repair station located inside the United States to be certificated under part 65. For the 
reasons discussed above under proposed § 145.1153, the FAA is proposing in § 145.1157(b) that each person authorized to approve an article for return to 
service be appropriately certificated under part 65. The appropriateness of the certificate is based in the privilege of the mechanic or repairman certificate issued 
under part 65 subpart D or E. Currently, § 145.157(b) contains a different set of qualifications for a person authorized to approve an article for return to service 
employed by a repair station located outside the United States. To harmonize these two dissimilar standards as much as possible, the FAA is proposing in § 
145.1157(c) to require those persons employed by a repair station located outside the United States to meet either the certificate requirements of proposed § 
145.1157(a) or the eligibility requirements of § 65.101(a)(1), (2), (3) and (5). Section 145.157(c) requires that a repair station ensure that each person authorized to 
approve an article for return to service understands, reads, and writes English. For the reasons discussed above, the FAA is proposing in § 145.1157(d) that these 
persons also be able to speak English. Finally, the FAA believes the requirements in current § 145.157 are set forth in a cumbersome manner. Therefore, the FAA 
is proposing to rearrange these requirements in proposed § 145.1157. 

§ 145.159 Recommendation of a person for certification as a repairman. A 
certificated repair station that chooses to use repairmen to meet the applicable 
personnel requirements of this part must certify in a format acceptable to the 
FAA that each person recommended for certification as a repairman—(a) Is 
employed by the repair station, and(b) Meets the eligibility requirements of § 
65.101. 

§ 145.1159 Recommendation of a person for certification as a repairman. 
A certificated repair station that chooses to use repairmen to meet the 
applicable personnel requirements of this part must certify in a format 
acceptable to the FAA that each person recommended for certification as a 
repairman— (a) Is employed by the repair station, and (b) Meets the eligibility 
requirements of § 65.101 of this chapter. 

§ 145.161 Records of management, supervisory and inspection personnel. 
(a) A certificated repair station must maintain and make available in a format 
acceptable to the FAA the following:(1) A roster of management and 
supervisory personnel that includes the names of the repair station officials who 

§ 145.1161 Records of management, supervisory, and inspection 
personnel. (a) A certificated repair station must maintain and make available in 
a format acceptable to the FAA the following: (1) A roster of management and 
supervisory personnel that includes the names of the repair station officials who 
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are responsible for its management and the names of its supervisors who 
oversee maintenance functions.(2) A roster with the names of all inspection 
personnel.(3) A roster of personnel authorized to sign a maintenance release 
for approving a maintained or altered article for return to service. (4) A summary 
of the employment of each individual whose name is on the personnel rosters 
required by paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of this section. The summary must 
contain enough information on each individual listed on the roster to show 
compliance with the experience requirements of this part and must include the 
following: (i) Present title, (ii) Total years of experience and the type of 
maintenance work performed, (iii) Past relevant employment with names of 
employers and periods of employment, (iv) Scope of present employment, and 
(v) The type of mechanic or repairman certificate held and the ratings on that 
certificate, if applicable. (b) Within 5 business days of the change, the rosters 
required by this section must reflect changes caused by termination, 
reassignment, change in duties or scope of assignment, or addition of 
personnel. 

are responsible for its management and the names of its supervisors who 
oversee maintenance functions. (2) A roster with the names of all inspection 
personnel. (3) A roster of personnel authorized to approve for return to service 
a maintained or altered article. (4) A summary of the employment history of 
each individual whose name is on the personnel rosters required by paragraphs 
(a)(1) through (a)(3) of this section. The summary must contain enough 
information on each individual listed on the roster to show compliance with the 
experience requirements of this part and must include the following: (i) Present 
title, (ii) Total years of experience and the type of maintenance work performed, 
(iii) Past relevant employment with names of employers and periods of 
employment, positions, and types of maintenance performed, (iv) Scope of 
present employment, And (v) The type of mechanic or repairman certificate held 
and the ratings on that certificate, if applicable. (b) Within 5 business days of 
the change, the rosters required by this section must reflect changes caused by 
termination, reassignment, change in duties or scope of assignment, or addition 
of personnel. 

Section 145.161 sets forth the management, supervisory, and inspection personnel records that a repair station must maintain and make available to the FAA. 
Section 145.161(a)(3) requires each repair station to maintain a roster of personnel authorized to sign a maintenance release for approving a maintained or altered 
article for return to service. To be consistent with the use of the term approval for return to service in §§ 43.5 and 43.7, and to eliminate confusion arising from the 
use of ‘‘maintenance release for approving an article,’’ the FAA is proposing to change this requirement to a roster of personnel authorized to approve for return to 
service a maintained or altered article (see proposed § 145.1161(a)(3)). Section 145.161(a)(4) requires each repair station to maintain a summary of specified 
information on the employees listed in the rosters required by §§ 145.161(a)(1) through (a)(3). Section 145.161(a)(4)(iii) requires this summary to include past 
relevant employment with names of employers and periods of employment. The FAA is proposing in § 145.1161(a)(4)(iii) to require that past positions and types of 
maintenance performed be included in this format. This would confirm the relevancy of the listed past employment. 

§ 145.163 Training requirements. (a) A certificated repair station must have 
an employee training program approved by the FAA that consists of initial and 
recurrent training. For purposes of meeting the requirements of this paragraph, 
beginning April 6, 2006—(1) An applicant for a repair station certificate must 
submit a training program for approval by the FAA as required by § 
145.51(a)(7). (2) A repair station certificated before that date must submit its 
training program to the FAA for approval by the last day of the month in which 
its repair station certificate was issued. (b) The training program must ensure 
each employee assigned to perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations, and inspection functions is capable of performing the assigned task. 
(c) A certificated repair station must document, in a format acceptable to the 
FAA, the individual employee training required under paragraph (a) of this 
section. These training records must be retained for a minimum of 2 years. (d) 
A certificated repair station must submit revisions to its training program to its 
certificate holding district office in accordance with the procedures required by § 

§ 145.1163 Training requirements. (a) A certificated repair station must have 
an employee training program approved by the FAA that consists of initial and 
recurrent training. (b) The training program must ensure that each employee 
assigned to perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, alterations, or 
inspection functions is— (1) Capable of performing the assigned task; (2) 
Trained in human factors relevant to aviation maintenance; (3) Trained in the 
Federal Aviation Regulations as they relate to Part 145; and (4) Trained in the 
repair station’s manuals, quality control program, procedures, and forms. (c) A 
certificated repair station must document, in a format acceptable to the FAA, the 
individual employee training required under this section. These records must be 
retained for a minimum of 2 years. (d) A certificated repair station must submit 
training program revisions to its certificate holding district office in accordance 
with the procedures in the repair station manual as required by § 
145.1209(e)(2). 
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145.209(e). 

Section 145.163 contains the requirements for a repair station’s employee training program. The FAA is proposing in § 145.1163(a) to delete the implementation 
date requirements of § 145.163(a) as this is no longer applicable. The FAA is also proposing that the training program requirements in § 145.163(b) be revised in 
proposed § 145.1163(b). Currently, the training program must ensure that each employee assigned to perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations, and inspection functions is capable of performing the assigned task. The FAA believes that the current requirement is too broad and lacks specific 
elements. Training in human factors, federal regulations, and repair station manuals, procedures, and forms are minimum subject areas that should be covered in 
all training programs submitted for approval. Therefore, the FAA is proposing in § 145.1163(b) to require that the training program ensure that employees who 
perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations be (1) capable of performing the assigned task, (2) trained in human factors relevant to aviation 
maintenance, (3) trained in the Federal Aviation Regulations as they relate to Part 145, and (4) trained in the repair station’s manuals, procedures, and forms. The 
FAA is also proposing clarifying changes to § 145.163(d) in proposed § 145.1163(d) resulting in the removal of a repetitive ‘‘to its’’. 

§ 145.165 Hazardous materials training. (a) Each repair station that meets 
the definition of a hazmat employer under 49 CFR 171.8 must have a 
hazardous materials training program that meets the training requirements of 49 
CFR part 172 subpart H.(b) A repair station employee may not perform or 
directly supervise a job function listed in § 121.1001 or § 135.501 for, or on 
behalf of the part 121 or 135 operator including loading of items for transport on 
an aircraft operated by a part 121 or part 135 certificate holder unless that 
person has received training in accordance with the part 121 or part 135 
operator's FAA approved hazardous materials training program. 

§ 145.1165 Hazardous materials training. (a) Each repair station that meets 
the definition of a hazmat employer under 49 CFR 171.8 must have a 
hazardous materials training program that meets the training requirements of 49 
CFR part 172, subpart H. (b) A repair station employee shall not perform or 
directly supervise a job function listed in § 121.1001 or § 135.501 of this chapter 
for, or on behalf of the part 121 or 135 operator, including loading of items for 
transport on an aircraft operated by a part 121 or part 135 certificate holder, 
unless that person has received training in accordance with the part 121 or part 
135 operator’s FAA-approved hazardous materials training program. 

Section 145.165 sets forth the requirements for a repair station’s employee hazardous materials training program. Section 145.165(b) sets forth the job functions 
that an employee may not perform or directly supervise without having received appropriate hazardous materials training. Over the years, the FAA has found that 
the phrase ‘‘may not’’ has not been interpreted as a complete prohibition of the action to which it is linked. To correct this ambiguity, the FAA is proposing in § 
145.1165(b) to change the phrase ‘‘may not’’ to ‘‘shall not.’’ 

§ 145.201 Privileges and limitations of certificate. (a) A certificated repair 
station may—(1) Perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations 
in accordance with part 43 on any article for which it is rated and within the 
limitations in its operations specifications. (2) Arrange for another person to 
perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations of any article 
for which the certificated repair station is rated. If that person is not certificated 
under part 145, the certificated repair station must ensure that the 
noncertificated person follows a quality control system equivalent to the system 
followed by the certificated repair station. (3) Approve for return to service any 
article for which it is rated after it has performed maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or an alteration in accordance with part 43. (b) A certificated 
repair station may not maintain or alter any article for which it is not rated, and 
may not maintain or alter any article for which it is rated if it requires special 

§ 145.1201 Privileges and limitations of certificate. (a) A certificated repair 
station may— (1) Perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations 
in accordance with part 43 of this chapter on any article for which it is rated and 
within the limitations in its operations specifications. (2) In accordance with § 
145.1217, arrange for another person to perform maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations of any article for which it is rated. (3) Approve for 
return to service any article for which it is rated after it has performed 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, or an alteration in accordance with part 
43 of this chapter. (b) A certificated repair station shall not approve for return to 
service under part 43 of this chapter— (1) Any article for which it is not rated; 
(2) Any article for which it is rated if it requires special technical data, 
equipment, or facilities that are not available to it; (3) Any article unless the 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration was performed in 
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technical data, equipment, or facilities that are not available to it. (c) A 
certificated repair station may not approve for return to service'(1) Any article 
unless the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration was performed 
in accordance with the applicable approved technical data or data acceptable to 
the FAA. (2) Any article after a major repair or major alteration unless the major 
repair or major alteration was performed in accordance with applicable 
approved technical data; and (3) Any experimental aircraft after a major repair 
or major alteration performed under § 43.1(b) unless the major repair or major 
alteration was performed in accordance with methods and applicable technical 
data acceptable to the FAA. 

accordance with the applicable approved technical data or data acceptable to 
the FAA, and using methods, techniques, and practices acceptable to the FAA. 
(4) Any article after a major repair or major alteration unless the major repair or 
major alteration was performed in accordance with applicable approved 
technical data; or (5) Any experimental aircraft after a major repair or major 
alteration performed under § 43.1(b) of this chapter unless the major repair or 
major alteration was performed in accordance with methods and applicable 
technical data acceptable to the FAA. 

Section 145.201 sets forth the privileges and limitations associated with a repair station certificate. Section 145.201(a)(2) allows a repair station to arrange with 
another person to perform the work for which the repair station is rated. It also contains certain requirements if that person is not certificated under part 145. The 
FAA is proposing in § 145.1201 to clarify that if a repair station arranges for another person to perform work for the repair station it must comply with proposed § 
145.1217 (Contract Maintenance). This would clarify the authority of the repair station to contract maintenance to another person and the responsibility it has if it 
chooses to do so. The current limitation in § 145.201(b) providing that a repair station may not maintain or alter any article for which it is not rated has caused 
confusion concerning the responsibilities of repair stations and their oversight by the FAA. Part 145 contains the rules repair stations must follow when working on 
articles to which part 43 applies, yet § 145.201(b) is drafted broadly and would seem to prohibit work on articles not governed by part 43. Rather than proposing an 
amendment that would explain in the text of the paragraph that the prohibition applies only to articles governed by part 43, the FAA proposes to clarify the issue by 
combining the text currently in §§ 145.201(b) and (c) into proposed § 145.1201(b). This would provide a single list of when a repair station may not approve an 
article for return to service. 

Subpart E—Operating Rules Subpart J—Operating Rules 

§ 145.203 Work performed at another location. A certificated repair station 
may temporarily transport material, equipment, and personnel needed to 
perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, alterations, or certain 
specialized services on an article for which it is rated to a place other than the 
repair station's fixed location if the following requirements are met:(a) The work 
is necessary due to a special circumstance, as determined by the FAA; or(b) It 
is necessary to perform such work on a recurring basis, and the repair station's 
manual includes the procedures for accomplishing maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, alterations, or specialized services at a place other than the 
repair station's fixed location. 

§ 145.1203 Work performed at another location. A certificated repair station 
may temporarily transport material, equipment, and personnel needed to 
perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations on an article for 
which it is rated to a place other than the repair station’s fixed location if the 
following requirements are met: (a) The work is necessary due to a special 
circumstance, as determined by the FAA, or (b) It is authorized by the FAA to 
perform such work on a recurring basis, and the repair station’s manual 
includes the procedures for accomplishing maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations at a place other than the repair station’s fixed 
location. 

§ 145.205 Maintenance, preventive maintenance and alterations performed 
for certificate holders under Parts 121, 125 and 135, and for foreign air 
carriers or foreign persons operating a U.S.-registered aircraft in common 
carriage under Part 129. (a) A certificated repair station that performs 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations for an air carrier or 

§ 145.1205 Maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations 
performed for certificate holders under parts 121, 125, and 135, and for 
foreign air carriers or foreign persons operating U.S.-registered aircraft in 
common carriage under part 129. (a) A certificated repair station that 
performs maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations for an air carrier 
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commercial operator that has a continuous airworthiness maintenance program 
under part 121 or part 135 must follow the air carrier's or commercial operator's 
program and applicable sections of its maintenance manual. 

or air operator under parts 121 or 135 of this chapter, or for a foreign air carrier 
or foreign person operating U.S.- registered aircraft in common carriage under 
part 129 of this chapter, shall perform that work in accordance with the 
instructions provided by that air carrier, air operator, or foreign air carrier or 
foreign person. 

Currently, § 145.205(a) states that a repair station working for an air carrier or a commercial operator that has a continuous airworthiness maintenance program 
under part 121 or part 135 must follow the carrier’s or commercial operator’s program and ‘‘applicable sections of its maintenance manual.’’ Before the 2001 final 
rule, § 145.2 specified the additional requirements for repair stations performing maintenance work for air carriers or commercial operators under the continuous 
airworthiness requirements of parts 121 and 127 and for airplanes under the inspection program required by part 125. The FAA believed that parts of the 
regulation were difficult to follow because, for example, it required repair stations to comply with identified subparts, e.g., ‘‘subpart L of part 121’’ (except for certain 
specified sections). In an attempt at clarity, in the 1999 NPRM the FAA proposed reversing that logic and, in proposed § 145.7, instead of listing the exceptions, 
the proposed rule identified the specific sections that, ‘‘as applicable,’’ would apply (e.g., ‘‘Each certificated repair station * * * must, as applicable, comply with * * 
*’’ the specified sections as listed.). That proposal also generated adverse comments. The references to the various specified sections in parts 121 and 135 ‘‘as 
applicable’’ continued to confuse some commenters, some of whom also incorrectly inferred that the FAA intended to impose additional requirements by listing 
specific sections of the rule. Based on these comments, the specific section references were not included in the 2001 final rule. These air carrier maintenance 
provisions are currently found in § 145.205 and, generally speaking, require repair stations to follow the air carrier’s or operator’s program and ‘‘applicable sections 
of its maintenance manual.’’ Repair stations that provide this type of work have stated that the term ‘‘applicable sections’’ causes confusion because it is subjective 
and vague. They point out that air carriers, air operators, and the FAA’s inspectors interpret the term differently. Commenters to the 2006 NPRM voiced similar 
concerns for similar reasons with the change proposed there. Specifically, we proposed that repair stations must comply with ‘‘the applicable parts of this chapter 
and follow the air carrier or commercial operator’s program and applicable sections of its maintenance manual.’’ The confusion expressed by the commenters 
carries a common theme, all involving the reference to ‘‘applicable sections’’ or ‘‘as applicable.’’ In proposed § 145.1205(a), we are attempting to clarify this issue 
by stating that when a repair station performs work as a maintenance provider for an air carrier or commercial operator, the repair station must perform that work in 
accordance with the instructions provided by that air carrier or air operator. 

§ 145.205 Maintenance, preventive maintenance and alterations performed 
for certificate holders under Parts 121, 125 and 135, and for foreign air 
carriers or foreign persons operating a U.S.-registered aircraft in common 
carriage under Part 129. (b) A certificated repair station that performs 
inspections for a certificate holder conducting operations under part 125 must 
follow the operator's FAA-approved inspection program. 

§ 145.1205 Maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations 
performed for certificate holders under parts 121, 125, and 135, and for 
foreign air carriers or foreign persons operating U.S.-registered aircraft in 
common carriage under part 129. (b) A certificated repair station that 
performs inspections on an aircraft that is subject to an inspection program 
under § 91.409(e) or parts 125 or 135 of this chapter shall do that work in 
accordance with the inspection program provided by the operator of that 
aircraft. 

In proposed § 145.1205(b), the FAA would change the language currently in § 145.205(b) to include all operators that may have an approved aircraft inspection 
program. Currently, § 145.205(b) references only FAA-approved inspection programs for part 125 operators. However, some persons operating under part 135 
may also have an FAA-approved inspection program and others may have selected an inspection program under § 91.409(e). Therefore, references to part 135 
and § 91.409(e) would be included in proposed § 145.1205(b). 

§ 145.205 Maintenance, preventive maintenance and alterations performed  
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for certificate holders under Parts 121, 125 and 135, and for foreign air 
carriers or foreign persons operating a U.S.-registered aircraft in common 
carriage under Part 129. (c) A certificated repair station that performs 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations for a foreign air carrier or 
foreign person operating a U.S.-registered aircraft under part 129 must follow 
the operator's FAA-approved maintenance program. 

If a reference to a foreign air carrier or foreign person operating a U.S.- registered aircraft under part 129 is added to proposed § 145.1205(a), it is no longer 
necessary to include a provision similar to § 145.205(c) in proposed § 145.1205. Each of these part 129 operators must have an FAA-approved maintenance 
program that must be followed by persons performing maintenance on these aircraft. 

§ 145.205 Maintenance, preventive maintenance and alterations performed 
for certificate holders under Parts 121, 125 and 135, and for foreign air 
carriers or foreign persons operating a U.S.-registered aircraft in common 
carriage under Part 129. (d) Notwithstanding the housing requirement of § 
145.103(b), the FAA may grant approval for a certificated repair station to 
perform line maintenance for an air carrier certificated under part 121 or part 
135, or a foreign air carrier or foreign person operating a U.S.-registered aircraft 
in common carriage under part 129 on any aircraft of that air carrier or person, 
provided—(1) The certificated repair station performs such line maintenance in 
accordance with the operator's manual, if applicable, and approved 
maintenance program;(2) The certificated repair station has the necessary 
equipment, trained personnel, and technical data to perform such line 
maintenance; and(3) The certificated repair station's operations specifications 
include an authorization to perform line maintenance. 

 

The 1999 NPRM introduced the concept of line maintenance for repair stations. As proposed, line maintenance was intended to allow repair stations currently 
located at an air carrier’s line station to perform simple scheduled servicing and unscheduled maintenance that could be performed safely without the need to 
house the aircraft. This was intended to provide relief from the requirements of § 145.103(b), which requires a repair station with an airframe rating to have the 
ability to house the largest aircraft for which it is rated. This maintenance would not necessarily require housing the entire aircraft. For reasons unstated, the 2001 
final rule did not include a requirement that line maintenance be limited to those repair stations located at air carrier line stations. In addition, it introduced the 
concept that a repair station could perform line maintenance upon authorization by the FAA. It also included a definition of line maintenance (in § 145.3) that 
included ‘‘any unscheduled maintenance resulting from unforeseen events.’’ These additions imply that a repair station may perform ‘any unscheduled 
maintenance’ without meeting the prerequisites of part 145 for an appropriate rating, simply based on the issuance of an ‘authorization’ to perform ‘line 
maintenance’ for an air carrier or commercial operator. Line maintenance was not intended to be a rating. Rather, it was meant to be an authorization for an 
appropriately rated repair station. The § 145.103(b) housing requirement applies to a repair station holding an Airframe rating. Section 145.205(d) is an 
authorization providing relief from that requirement under limited circumstances. However, as applied, line maintenance authorization has been granted to repair 
stations without the appropriate ratings or facilities because the existing language implies that it is permissible. This was a concern expressed in comments in 
response to the introduction of the line maintenance authorization in 2001. In addition, the line maintenance concept has also resulted in repair stations that were 
created simply to perform line maintenance at many geographically disparate locations, which makes it almost impossible for the FAA to reasonably perform its 
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safety oversight function. To rectify this situation, the FAA is proposing to eliminate the current line maintenance concept by not including a provision similar to § 
145.205(d) in proposed § 145.1205. However, the performance of maintenance that could include line maintenance would still be an available option for a repair 
station. A repair station could be issued a limitation to an Airframe rating to identify and limit the work the repair station could perform. This could include line 
maintenance. With appropriate limitations, line maintenance is simply one example of work for which a limitation to an Airframe rating could be issued. With a 
limitation of line maintenance for a specified air carrier or commercial operator, the repair station would be permitted to perform maintenance limited to line 
maintenance, but there would be no authorization for line maintenance beyond the limitation to the rating. If the line maintenance work is to be accomplished 
temporarily away from the repair station, this could be accommodated under the provisions of § 145.1203 (Work Performed at Another Location). If the location is 
in the United States and intended to be permanent, and is within the geographical boundaries of the local FAA Certificate Holding District Office, an additional fixed 
facility of the repair station as provided by proposed § 145.1103(d) may be appropriate. If the location is not within the geographical boundaries of the Certificate 
Holding District Office, certification of a separate repair station or satellite repair station under proposed § 145.1107 may be appropriate. This would reintroduce 
the original intent that this type of work would be limited to currently certificated repair stations at such locations where the work is needed. The current definition of 
line maintenance does not correctly describe the scope of this level of maintenance. Therefore the FAA is also proposing to revise the definition of line 
maintenance in proposed § 145.1003(e). The definition would now reinforce that line maintenance is performed for air carriers, is generally performed at the ramp, 
parking area or gate, and typically will not exceed 24 continuous hours per aircraft. 

§ 145.206 Notification of hazardous materials authorizations. (a) Each 
repair station must acknowledge receipt of the part 121 or part 135 operator 
notification required under §§ 121.1005(e) and 135.505(e) of this chapter prior 
to performing work for, or on behalf of that certificate holder.(b) Prior to 
performing work for or on behalf of a part 121 or part 135 operator, each repair 
station must notify its employees, contractors, or subcontractors that handle or 
replace aircraft components or other items regulated by 49 CFR parts 171 
through 180 of each certificate holder's operations specifications authorization 
permitting, or prohibition against, carrying hazardous materials. This notification 
must be provided subsequent to the notification by the part 121 or part 135 
operator of such operations specifications authorization/designation. 

§ 145.1206 Notification of hazardous materials authorizations. (a) Each 
repair station must acknowledge receipt of the part 121 or part 135 operator 
notification required under §§ 121.1005(e) and 135.505(e) of this chapter prior 
to performing work for, or on behalf of, that certificate holder. (b) Prior to 
performing work for or on behalf of a part 121 or part 135 operator, each repair 
station must notify its employees, contractors, or subcontractors that handle or 
replace aircraft components or other items regulated by 49 CFR parts 171 
through 180 of each certificate holder’s operations specifications authorization 
permitting, or prohibition against, carrying hazardous materials. This notification 
must be provided subsequent to the notification by the part 121 or part 135 
operator of such operations specifications authorization/designation. 

§ 145.207 Repair station manual. (a) A certificated repair station must prepare 
and follow a repair station manual acceptable to the FAA. (b) A certificated 
repair station must maintain a current repair station manual.(c) A certificated 
repair station's current repair station manual must be accessible for use by 
repair station personnel required by subpart D of this part.(d) A certificated 
repair station must provide to its certificate holding district office the current 
repair station manual in a format acceptable to the FAA.(e) A certificated repair 
station must notify its certificate holding district office of each revision of its 
repair station manual in accordance with the procedures required by § 
145.209(j). 

§ 145.1207 Repair station and quality control manuals. A certificated repair 
station must: (a) Prepare and follow repair station and quality control manuals 
acceptable to the FAA; (b) Maintain current repair station and quality control 
manuals; (c) Ensure the manuals required by this section are accessible for use 
by repair station personnel; (d) Provide to its certificate holding district office the 
current manuals in a format acceptable to the FAA; and (e) Notify its certificate 
holding district office of each revision to its manuals in accordance with the 
procedures required by §§ 145.1209(e)(7) and 145.1211(c)(3). 

Section 145.207 contains the requirement for a repair station manual and sets forth a repair station’s obligations for making its manual accessible to its personnel 
and providing current copies to its FAA district office, while Section 145.211 contains the requirement for a quality control manual. For readability and to eliminate 
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repetition, the FAA is proposing in § 145.1207 to address similar requirements for each manual in a combined introductory section. The FAA will also simplify the 
listing of manual requirements by removing the repeated preliminary term ‘‘A certificated repair station must * * *’’ currently in each paragraph of § 145.207. The 
FAA also proposes to add an introductory statement ‘‘A certificated repair station must:’’. To recognize the combined introduction, section 145.1207 is titled Repair 
Station and Quality Control Manuals. 

§ 145.209 Repair station manual contents. A certificated repair station's 
manual must include the following:(a) An organizational chart identifying—(1) 
Each management position with authority to act on behalf of the repair station, 
(2) The area of responsibility assigned to each management position, and(3) 
The duties, responsibilities, and authority of each management position; (b) 
Procedures for maintaining and revising the rosters required by § 145.161; (c) A 
description of the certificated repair station's operations, including the housing, 
facilities, equipment, and materials as required by subpart C of this part; (d) 
Procedures for—(1) Revising the capability list provided for in § 145.215 and 
notifying the certificate holding district office of revisions to the list, including 
how often the certificate holding district office will be notified of revisions; and(2) 
The self-evaluation required under § 145.215(c) for revising the capability list, 
including methods and frequency of such evaluations, and procedures for 
reporting the results to the appropriate manager for review and action; (e) 
Procedures for revising the training program required by § 145.163 and 
submitting revisions to the certificate holding district office for approval; (f) 
Procedures to govern work performed at another location in accordance with § 
145.203; (g) Procedures for maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations performed under § 145.205; (h)Procedures for—(1) Maintaining and 
revising the contract maintenance information required by § 145.217(a)(2)(i), 
including submitting revisions to the certificate holding district office for 
approval; and (2) Maintaining and revising the contract maintenance information 
required by § 145.217(a)(2)(ii) and notifying the certificate holding district office 
of revisions to this information, including how often the certificate holding district 
office will be notified of revisions; (i) A description of the required records and 
the recordkeeping system used to obtain, store, and retrieve the required 
records; (j) Procedures for revising the repair station's manual and notifying its 
certificate holding district office of revisions to the manual, including how often 
the certificate holding district office will be notified of revisions; and(k) A 
description of the system used to identify and control sections of the repair 
station manual. 

§ 145.1209 Repair station manual contents. A certificated repair station’s 
manual must include at least the following: (a) An organizational chart 
identifying— (1) Each management position with authority to act on behalf of 
the repair station; (2) The area of responsibility assigned to each management 
position; and (3) The duties, responsibilities, and authority of each management 
position. (b) A description of the certificated repair station’s operations, 
including the technical data, housing, facilities, equipment, and materials as 
required by this part; (c) A description of— (1) The required records and the 
recordkeeping system used to obtain, store, and retrieve the required records; 
and (2) The system used to identify and control sections of the repair station 
manual. (d) Procedures for revising the capabilities list if used, including— (1) 
Submitting the revisions to the certificate holding district office for approval; or 
(2) The self-evaluation permitted under § 145.1215(d)(2) for making changes to 
the capability list, including— (i) Determining that the repair station has all of the 
technical data, housing, facilities, equipment, material, processes, and trained 
personnel in place; (ii) Methods and frequency of such evaluations, including 
procedures for reporting the results to the appropriate repair station manager 
for review and action; (iii) Notifying the certificate holding district office of 
changes to the list, including how often the certificate holding district office will 
be notified of changes; and (iv) Documenting the self evaluation and periodic 
review, including making such documentation available to the FAA, and 
retaining it for a period of 2 years. (e) Procedures for— (1) Maintaining and 
revising the rosters required by § 145.1161; (2) Revising the training program 
required by § 145.1163 and submitting revisions to the certificate holding district 
office for approval; (3) Governing work performed at another location in 
accordance with § 145.1203; (4) Performing maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations under § 145.1205; (5) Maintaining and revising a list 
of the maintenance functions approved by the FAA that may be performed 
under contract by another person in accordance with § 145.1217(a)(1), 
including submitting revisions to the certificate holding district office for 
approval; (6) Maintaining and revising the contract maintenance information 
required by § 145.1217(a)(2) including how and when the certificate holding 
district office is notified of revisions; and (7) Revising the repair station’s manual 
and notifying its certificate holding district office of revisions to the manual, 
including how often the certificate holding district office will be notified of 
revisions. 
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The content requirements for a repair station’s manual are currently located in § 145.209. Of the 11 listed paragraphs, seven require listing procedures and three 
require descriptions. The FAA is proposing to consolidate and resequence the requirements in § 145.209(b), (c) and (d) and include updated references in 
proposed § 145.1209. This consolidation would eliminate repetitive terms (‘‘Procedures for’’ and ‘‘A description of’’), reduce the number of paragraphs from eleven 
to five, and require a resequencing. The FAA is also proposing to revise the text currently in § 145.209(d)(1) in proposed § 145.1209(d)(1) to add procedural 
requirements to the repair station manual for FAA approval of capability list changes when selfevaluation is not authorized. Proposed § 145.1209(d)(2) would also 
be revised to include what would be expected of a repair station when performing a selfevaluation. Finally, the FAA is proposing to add a requirement in § 
145.1209(d)(2)(iv) that repair stations retain documentation of the self-evaluation for two years. 

§ 145.211 Quality control system. (a) A certificated repair station must 
establish and maintain a quality control system acceptable to the FAA that 
ensures the airworthiness of the articles on which the repair station or any of its 
contractors performs maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations. (b) 
Repair station personnel must follow the quality control system when 
performing maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations under the 
repair station certificate and operations specifications. (c) A certificated repair 
station must prepare and keep current a quality control manual in a format 
acceptable to the FAA that includes the following: (1) A description of the 
system and procedures used for—(i) Inspecting incoming raw materials to 
ensure acceptable quality; (ii) Performing preliminary inspection of all articles 
that are maintained; (iii) Inspecting all articles that have been involved in an 
accident for hidden damage before maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alteration is performed; (iv) Establishing and maintaining proficiency of 
inspection personnel; (v) Establishing and maintaining current technical data for 
maintaining articles; (vi) Qualifying and surveilling noncertificated persons who 
perform maintenance, prevention maintenance, or alterations for the repair 
station; (vii) Performing final inspection and return to service of maintained 
articles; (viii) Calibrating measuring and test equipment used in maintaining 
articles, including the intervals at which the equipment will be calibrated; and 
(ix) Taking corrective action on deficiencies; (2) References, where applicable, 
to the manufacturer's inspection standards for a particular article, including 
reference to any data specified by that manufacturer; (3) A sample of the 
inspection and maintenance forms and instructions for completing such forms 
or a reference to a separate forms manual; and (4) Procedures for revising the 
quality control manual required under this section and notifying the certificate 
holding district office of the revisions, including how often the certificate holding 
district office will be notified of revisions. (d) A certificated repair station must 
notify its certificate holding district office of revisions to its quality control 
manual. 

§ 145.1211 Quality control system. (a) A certificated repair station must 
establish and maintain a quality control system acceptable to the FAA that 
ensures the airworthiness of the articles on which the repair station or any of its 
contractors performs maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations. (b) 
Repair station personnel must follow the quality control system when 
performing maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations under the 
repair station certificate and operations specifications. (c) The quality control 
manual must include at least the following: (1) A description of the quality 
control system and procedures used for— (i) Inspecting incoming materials to 
ensure acceptable quality; (ii) Performing preliminary inspection of all articles 
that are maintained; (iii) Inspecting all articles that have been involved in an 
accident for hidden damage before maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alteration is performed; (iv) Establishing and maintaining proficiency of 
inspection personnel; (v) Establishing and maintaining current technical data for 
maintaining articles; (vi) Qualifying and surveilling noncertificated persons who 
perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations for the repair 
station in accordance with 145.1217; (vii) Performing final inspection and 
approval for return to service of maintained articles; (viii) Calibrating measuring 
and test equipment used in maintaining articles, including the intervals at which 
the equipment will be calibrated; (ix) Taking corrective action on deficiencies; 
(x) Identifying and managing suspected unapproved parts; and (xi) Ensuring 
that maintenance not completed as a result of shift change or similar 
interruption is properly completed. (2) A sample of the inspection and 
maintenance forms and instructions for completing such forms or a reference to 
a separate forms manual; and (3) Procedures for revising the quality control 
manual required under this section and notifying the certificate holding district 
office of the revisions, including how often the certificate holding district office 
will be notified of revisions. 

This section would remain essentially unchanged, with the exception of adding requirements for suspected unapproved parts and ensuring maintenance not 
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completed as a result of shift change or similar interruption is properly completed. 

§ 145.213 Inspection of maintenance, preventive maintenance or 
alterations. (a) A certificated repair station must inspect each article upon 
which it has performed maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations as 
described in (b) and (c) of this section before approving that article for return to 
service. (b) A certificated repair station must certify on an article's maintenance 
release that the article is airworthy with respect to the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations performed after— (1) The repair station performs 
work on the article; and (2) An inspector inspects the article on which the repair 
station has performed work and determines it to be airworthy with respect to the 
work performed. (c) For the purposes of (a) and (b) of this section, an inspector 
must meet the requirements of § 145.155. (d) Except for individuals employed 
by a repair station located outside the United States, only an employee 
certificated under part 65 is authorized to sign off on final inspections and 
maintenance releases for the repair station. 

§ 145.1213 Inspection of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations. (a) A certificated repair station must inspect each article upon 
which it has performed maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations as 
described in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section before approving that article 
for return to service. (b) A certificated repair station must certify that the article 
is airworthy with respect to the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations performed after— (1) The repair station performs work on the article; 
and (2) An inspector inspects the article on which the repair station has 
performed work and determines it to be airworthy with respect to the work 
performed. (c) For the purposes of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, an 
inspector must meet the requirements of § 145.1155 

Section 145.213(d) states that only an employee certificated under part 65 is authorized to sign off on final inspections and maintenance releases for the repair 
stations. The FAA is proposing to remove this paragraph in proposed § 145.1213 as it is repetitive and conflicts with the requirements of proposed § 145.1157. 
The FAA is also proposing to remove the term ‘‘maintenance release’’ from proposed § 145.1213 to be consistent with part 43. 

§ 145.215 Capability list. (a) A certificated repair station with a limited rating 
may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations on an article 
if the article is listed on a current capability list acceptable to the FAA or on the 
repair station's operations specifications.(b) The capability list must identify 
each article by make and model or other nomenclature designated by the 
article's manufacturer and be available in a format acceptable to the FAA.(c) An 
article may be listed on the capability list only if the article is within the scope of 
the ratings of the repair station's certificate, and only after the repair station has 
performed a self-evaluation in accordance with the procedures under § 
145.209(d)(2). The repair station must perform this self-evaluation to determine 
that the repair station has all of the housing, facilities, equipment, material, 
technical data, processes, and trained personnel in place to perform the work 
on the article as required by part 145. The repair station must retain on file 
documentation of the evaluation.(d) Upon listing an additional article on its 
capability list, the repair station must provide its certificate holding district office 
with a copy of the revised list in accordance with the procedures required in § 
145.209(d)(1). 

§ 145.1215 Capability list. (a) A certificated repair station may establish and 
maintain, in a format acceptable to the FAA, a capability list that includes all the 
articles for which it is rated to perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations. (b) An article may be listed on the capability list only if it is within the 
scope of the repair station’s ratings and operations specifications. (c) Within the 
rating categories identified in § 145.1059, the capability list must identify each 
airframe, powerplant, or propeller by manufacturer, model, and series as 
applicable. For a component rating, the list must identify each component for 
which the repair station is rated by manufacturer, manufacturer-designated 
nomenclature, and basic part number. (d) Changes may be made to the 
capabilities list: (1) By submitting a request to the FAA for approval; or (2) Upon 
application, as prescribed in § 145.1058, the repair station may request 
authorization in its operations specifications to make additions to the 
capabilities list through self-evaluation. The self-evaluation must be 
documented and include a determination that the repair station has all of the 
technical data, housing, facilities, equipment, material, processes, and trained 
personnel in place to perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alterations on the article in accordance with this part. (e) Following changes to 
its capabilities list, the repair station must provide its certificate holding district 
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office with a copy of the revised list in accordance with the procedures required 
in § 145.1209(d). (f) A periodic review of the capability list must be 
accomplished at least every 2 years to determine if it is current. Following the 
periodic review, the capability list shall be revised to remove those articles for 
which the repair station no longer has the technical data, housing, facilities, 
equipment, material, processes, or trained personnel necessary to perform 
maintenance or alterations on the article. 

During the repair station certification process, an applicant’s ratings are established following a demonstration to the FAA that the applicant is capable of 
performing maintenance on specific articles. Following certification, the FAA expects that a repair station continues to manage and control its capabilities on each 
individual article it maintains. This is accomplished by the repair station ensuring that it has, for example, trained personnel, and the necessary data, facilities, and 
equipment. Under the current Limited rating, a repair station is required to document each article it maintains on either a capability list, or on the repair station’s 
operations specifications. For Class ratings, the FAA assumes that a repair station, using its own methods, manages its capabilities with the same level of detail 
(although this is not required). Under this Class rating system, what an individual repair station is actually capable of maintaining is for the most part known only to 
the repair station and the individual FAA principal inspector(s) assigned to manage that repair station’s certificate. The FAA believes it is critical that both a repair 
station and the FAA are able to identify the actual certified capabilities of that repair station at any given time. It is important that the actual capabilities of a repair 
station are documented and that the documentation is current. The 2006 NPRM was not clear as to how the articles should be listed on the capability list. The FAA 
is proposing to define what is required on the capability list by adding two terms. The first, ‘‘series as applicable,’’ would recognize that not all models have series. 
The second, ‘‘basic part number,’’ would be added to clarify that it is not necessary to list each model or part ‘‘dash number.’’ The requirements for identifying 
articles on the capabilities list would provide clarity, consistency, and flexibility. If the repair station chooses to use a capability list, the proposed rule would require 
that it identify each airframe, powerplant, or propeller by manufacturer, model, and series as applicable. For a component rating, the proposed rule would require 
that the list identify each component for which the repair station is rated by manufacturer, manufacturer-designated nomenclature, and basic part number. 
Currently, it is required that this level of documentation exists for each repair station with a Limited rating. The documentation is either on a capability list or listed 
on the repair station’s operations specifications. For all ratings under the current rule, including Class ratings, a repair station must ensure that it has the housing, 
facilities, equipment, material, technical data, and trained personnel in place prior to performing maintenance on an article. To make this determination today, a 
repair station must be aware of the manufacturer, model, series, nomenclature, and basic part number, for example, of each article it wishes to maintain. 
Otherwise, the repair station would not know what data to obtain, what subjects to train personnel in, and what equipment to purchase. The current practice of 
issuing Class ratings was found to have limitations and unforeseen consequences that were not apparent until the advent of new technology components and 
aircraft. Class ratings entitled repair stations to work on articles neither they nor the FAA ever envisioned would exist at the time the rating was issued. That the 
repair station would limit itself from working on certain articles for which it was not fully capable essentially provided, in effect, a limited Class rating. This proposed 
rule would eliminate Class ratings and require the ‘‘writing down’’ of this identifying information in a standard format for all repair stations. From this perspective, 
the FAA believes the burden on the industry would be an administrative one, in particular for those currently holding a class rating. However, the burden should be, 
for the most part, limited to the onetime transfer of the capability list to a standard format acceptable to the FAA. The FAA requests specific comments, 
observations, and suggestions regarding the elimination of class ratings. To ease this burden and to standardize the method used to document capabilities, the 
FAA may develop a web-based capability list. The FAA believes that an FAA-hosted automated capability list, if created, should have a positive impact on FAA 
staff and resources. Currently, a certificated repair station with a Limited rating has the option to list the articles for which it is rated on a capabilities list, and to 
expand that list through a self-evaluation process. Under this proposed rule, all repair stations could proceed in one of two ways to add an article to their 
capabilities list. First, a repair station could submit a request to the FAA for approval. The request would have to document that the repair station is capable of 
performing the requested work—it would have to demonstrate that it has the technical data, housing, facilities, equipment, material, processes, and trained 
personnel to perform the work on the article for which it seeks approval. Second, either during the repair station’s initial application process, or later through an 
amendment to its operations specifications in accordance with proposed § 145.1058, the repair station could seek a general authorization in its operations 
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specifications to perform a selfevaluation each time it wishes to add an article to its capabilities list. Similar to the criteria used in the individual request to the FAA 
method discussed in option one, the self-evaluation would be done to determine that the repair station has the technical data, housing, facilities, equipment, 
material, processes, and trained personnel to perform the work on the article it wishes to add to its capabilities list. If the self-evaluation determines that those 
criteria are met, the repair station could add the article without specific FAA approval. The FAA considers the capabilities list self-evaluation process to be similar in 
concept to the self-evaluation process expected under the current Class ratings system. Both processes allow for a repair station to add to its capabilities list 
independent from FAA review. It is not the FAA’s intent to reduce this flexibility with this proposed rule. However, under the current rule, Class ratings should not 
be authorized unless the repair station can prove the capability to maintain a representative number of products under the rating. Unlike the Class rating which 
considers a repair station’s ability to maintain a range of product models, the proposed capability list self-evaluation authorization would take into account the 
adequacy of a repair station’s quality control system to control the expansion of its capabilities independent from FAA review. A risk-assessment process would be 
used by the FAA to evaluate a new repair station applicant’s ability to manage a self-evaluation program. Existing repair stations using a capability list and those 
with Class ratings could be authorized to perform self-evaluations for future capability changes and would not be required to reapply for this authorization. During 
the 24 months of the transition period, there would be no requirement for existing repair stations to perform selfevaluations on their current capabilities beyond 
what is contained in their current procedures. Proposed § 145.1215(f) would require each repair station with a capability list to review its capabilities at least every 
two years, and to remove any article from the list that it is no longer capable of maintaining. The FAA believes this is a necessary quality element to ensure a 
repair station’s capability list continually reflects its actual repair station capabilities. 

§ 145.217 Contract maintenance. (a) A certificated repair station may contract 
a maintenance function pertaining to an article to an outside source provided— 
(1) The FAA approves the maintenance function to be contracted to the outside 
source; and (2) The repair station maintains and makes available to its 
certificate holding district office, in a format acceptable to the FAA, the following 
information: (i) The maintenance functions contracted to each outside facility; 
and (ii) The name of each outside facility to whom the repair station contracts 
maintenance functions and the type of certificate and ratings, if any, held by 
each facility. (b) A certificated repair station may contract a maintenance 
function pertaining to an article to a noncertificated person provided—(1) The 
noncertificated person follows a quality control system equivalent to the system 
followed by the certificated repair station;(2) The certificated repair station 
remains directly in charge of the work performed by the noncertificated person; 
and (3) The certificated repair station verifies, by test and/or inspection, that the 
work has been performed satisfactorily by the noncertificated person and that 
the article is airworthy before approving it for return to service. (c) A certificated 
repair station may not provide only approval for return to service of a complete 
type-certificated product following contract maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations. 

§ 145.1217 Contract maintenance. (a) A certificated repair station may 
contract a maintenance function pertaining to an article to another person 
provided— (1) The maintenance function to be contracted is approved by the 
FAA; and (2) The repair station maintains and makes available to its certificate 
holding district office, in a format acceptable to the FAA, the following 
information: (i) The name of each person with whom the repair station contracts 
maintenance functions; (ii) The type of certificate and ratings, if any, held by 
each person to whom the repair station contracts a maintenance function; and 
(iii) The maintenance function(s) contracted to each person. (b) If a 
maintenance function is contracted under paragraph (a) of this section to a 
person not certificated to perform the work, the repair station must: (1) 
Determine, in accordance with the procedures required under § 145.1211(c) (1) 
(vi), that the noncertificated person follows a quality control system equivalent 
to the system followed by the certificated repair station; (2) Remain directly in 
charge of the work performed by the noncertificated person; (3) Verify, by test 
and/or inspection, that the work has been performed satisfactorily and that the 
article is airworthy before approving it for return to service; and (4) Ensure the 
repair station employee requirements of § 145.1151(c) are met when 
accomplishing the requirements of paragraphs (b) (1) and (b) (3) of this section. 
(c) A certificated repair station may not exercise the privileges of its certificate 
by providing only approval for return to service of an article following contracting 
of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations. 

The FAA placed this section, Contract Maintenance, under the discussion of the proposed certification requirements because a repair station’s contracting 
capability must be understood and evaluated during the certification of the repair station. With the exception of a new paragraph (b)(4), and an expansion of the 
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restrictions in paragraph (c), the proposed changes in this section are made to clarify the intent of the current rule. As in the current rule, proposed § 145.1217(a) 
allows a repair station to contract a ‘‘maintenance function’’ to an outside source provided certain conditions are met. Much confusion exists around the term 
‘‘maintenance function’’ and when FAA approval is required when a repair station contracts such a function to an outside source. The FAA does not approve who a 
certificated repair station contracts with. While this information must be maintained and made available to the FAA, each repair station is free to choose with whom 
it contracts. However, the rule currently requires, and this proposed rule would continue to require, that the FAA approve the maintenance function to be 
contracted. The basis of this requirement extends back to the original certification of the repair station. When an applicant applies for a rating, the applicant must 
declare what functions within the rating the repair station will contract out. For example, an applicant for a Component rating to overhaul a specific fuel pump 
model may not be capable of rewinding armatures and may plan to contract this function out. Although the Component rating is a blanket authorization to overhaul 
the pump, the applicant has formally declared what functions within the rating it will contract out—in this case, armature rewinding. Another example would be an 
applicant for an Airframe rating who does not plan on developing capabilities for component overhaul and repair. The function contracted out would be component 
overhaul and repair. Proposed §§ 145.1217(a)(1) and 145.1209(e)(5) would continue to require the certificated repair station to maintain this contracted function 
information for the duration of the repair station certificate. The overriding intent of current § 145.217(a)(1), and proposed § 145.1217(a)(1) is not for the FAA to 
restrict the ability of a repair station to contract out maintenance, but rather to ensure the repair station’s capabilities are clearly stated at all times. Nevertheless, 
as currently provided in § 145.217(c) and in proposed § 145.1217(c), the FAA will not approve the contracting out of all maintenance functions encompassed in the 
repair station’s rating. Such a practice would effectively render the part 145 certificate meaningless. Clarification is needed as to what is not contract maintenance. 
Part 145 does not regulate the ‘‘brokering’’ of a complete article by a repair station. If a repair station is not exercising the privilege of its certificate, it is not 
contracting a maintenance function as covered by the proposed rule. A repair station can, as can any other certificated or noncertificated person, receive, ship, 
arrange for maintenance, or act as agent in the brokering of maintenance for others without being considered to be contracting maintenance. When a repair station 
exercises the privilege of its certificate by engaging in maintenance for which it is rated, and then initiates the involvement of another person in that maintenance, 
the repair station is engaging in contract maintenance. For example, if a repair station with an Airframe rating removes an engine and ships the engine to a repair 
station with a Powerplant rating, it is not engaging in contract maintenance because it is not rated to perform powerplant maintenance. However, if during 
inspection it discovers a damaged engine mount, and subsequently sends the engine mount to another repair station or noncertificated facility for a weld repair and 
approves the work for return to service, it would be contracting maintenance under the repair station rating (see proposed § 145.1217). The repair station is 
contracting maintenance because, under its rating, it is authorized to do the work and approved it for return to service. Therefore, the repair station is exercising 
the privilege of its certificate in performing maintenance and it is rated for the weld repair by virtue of its Airframe rating. Throughout § 145.217, the terms ‘‘outside 
source’’, ‘‘outside facility’’, and ‘‘facility’’ are used interchangeably. These terms are undefined and subject to inconsistent usage and confusion. For consistency 
and to eliminate confusion, the FAA proposes to replace these undefined terms in proposed § 145.1217 with the term ‘‘person,’’ which is defined in § 1.1. The FAA 
is proposing in § 145.1217(b)(1) to add a reference to the quality control system procedures proposed in § 145.1211(c)(1)(vi) to emphasize that the quality control 
system of each noncertificated person with whom a repair station contracts a maintenance function must be equivalent to its own. The contracting repair station 
must physically observe the quality control system of each noncertificated person with whom it wishes to contract and determine that it meets this standard before 
any maintenance is performed by that person. The FAA is also proposing a new provision (§ 145.1217(b)(4)) to the contracting rule to emphasize specifically that 
the personnel requirements set forth in proposed § 145.1151(c) apply when maintenance is contracted to a noncertificated person. Current § 145.151(c) provides 
that each repair station must ensure that it has a sufficient number of qualified employees to ensure all work is performed in accordance with part 43. While it is 
implicit in that rule that those personnel requirements apply when work is contracted to noncertificated persons (because the contracting repair station is 
responsible for determining the airworthiness of articles before approving them for return to service), the FAA is proposing for clarity to add a phrase in proposed § 
145.1151(c) specifically referring to work contracted to a noncertificated person. To adequately perform the surveillance and verification requirements of § 
145.1217(b), a certificated repair station would need a sufficient number of employees with the training or knowledge and experience in the maintenance function 
performed by the noncertificated person. This is necessary to assess the noncertificated person’s ability to correctly perform the work and the proper completion of 
the work. In contracting a maintenance function to a noncertificated person, a repair station is not absolved from having corporate technical knowledge of the work 
performed under its rating. If it is not able to ensure such knowledge base in its employees, a repair station must be limited from, and broker the maintenance 
function to, a person appropriately certificated to perform and approve the work for return to service. 
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§ 145.219 Recordkeeping. (a) A certificated repair station must retain records 
in English that demonstrate compliance with the requirements of part 43. The 
records must be retained in a format acceptable to the FAA. (b) A certificated 
repair station must provide a copy of the maintenance release to the owner or 
operator of the article on which the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 
alteration was performed. (c) A certificated repair station must retain the records 
required by this section for at least 2 years from the date the article was 
approved for return to service. (d) A certificated repair station must make all 
required records available for inspection by the FAA and the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

§ 145.1219 Recordkeeping. (a) A certificated repair station must retain records 
in English that demonstrate compliance with the requirements of part 43 of this 
chapter. The records must be retained in a format acceptable to the FAA. (b) A 
certificated repair station must provide a copy of the approval for return to 
service in accordance with § 43.5 of this chapter to the owner or operator of the 
article on which maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration was 
performed. (c) A certificated repair station must retain the records required by 
this section for at least 2 years from the date the article was approved for return 
to service. (d) A certificated repair station must make all required records 
available for inspection by the FAA and the National Transportation Safety 
Board. 

Section 145.219 sets forth the recordkeeping requirements for a repair station. Section 145.219(b) requires a repair station to provide a copy of the maintenance 
release to the owner or operator of the article on which the work was performed. To be consistent with § 43.5 (Approval for return to service after maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, rebuilding, or alteration) and § 43.7 (Persons authorized to approve aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines, propellers, appliances, or 
component parts for return to service after maintenance, preventive maintenance, rebuilding, or alteration), the FAA is proposing in § 145.1219 to replace the term 
‘‘maintenance release’’ with ‘‘approval for return to service.’’ 

§ 145.221 Service difficulty reports. (a) A certificated repair station must 
report to the FAA within 96 hours after it discovers any serious failure, 
malfunction, or defect of an article. The report must be in a format acceptable to 
the FAA.(b) The report required under paragraph (a) of this section must 
include as much of the following information as is available:(1) Aircraft 
registration number;(2) Type, make, and model of the article;(3) Date of the 
discovery of the failure, malfunction, or defect;(4) Nature of the failure, 
malfunction, or defect;(5) Time since last overhaul, if applicable;(6) Apparent 
cause of the failure, malfunction, or defect; and(7) Other pertinent information 
that is necessary for more complete identification, determination of seriousness, 
or corrective action.(c) The holder of a repair station certificate that is also the 
holder of a part 121, 125, or 135 certificate; type certificate (including a 
supplemental type certificate); parts manufacturer approval; or technical 
standard order authorization, or that is the licensee of a type certificate holder, 
does not need to report a failure, malfunction, or defect under this section if the 
failure, malfunction, or defect has been reported under parts 21, 121, 125, or 
135 of this chapter.(d) A certificated repair station may submit a service 
difficulty report for the following:(1) A part 121 certificate holder, provided the 
report meets the requirements of part 121 of this chapter, as appropriate.(2) A 
part 125 certificate holder, provided the report meets the requirements of part 
125 of this chapter, as appropriate.(3) A part 135 certificate holder, provided the 
report meets the requirements of part 135 of the chapter, as appropriate.(e) A 
certificated repair station authorized to report a failure, malfunction, or defect 

§ 145.1221 Service difficulty reports. (a) A certificated repair station must 
report to the FAA discovery of any serious failure, malfunction, or defect of an 
article in a format acceptable to the FAA. The report must be submitted within 
96 hours of approving the article for return to service. (b) The report required 
under paragraph (a) of this section must include as much of the following 
information as is available: (1) Aircraft registration number; (2) Type, make, and 
model of the article; (3) Date of the discovery of the failure, malfunction, or 
defect; (4) Nature of the failure, malfunction, or defect; (5) Time since last 
overhaul, if applicable; (6) Apparent cause of the failure, malfunction, or defect; 
and (7) Other pertinent information that is necessary for more complete 
identification, determination of seriousness, or corrective action. (c) The holder 
of a repair station certificate that is also the holder of a part 121, 125, or 135 
certificate; type certificate (including a supplemental type certificate); parts 
manufacturer approval; or technical standard order authorization, or that is the 
licensee of a type certificate holder, does not need to report a failure, 
malfunction, or defect under this section if the failure, malfunction, or defect has 
been reported under parts 21, 121, 125, or 135 of this chapter. (d) A certificated 
repair station may submit a service difficulty report for the following: (1) A part 
121 certificate holder, provided the report meets the requirements of part 121 of 
this chapter, as appropriate. (2) A part 125 certificate holder, provided the report 
meets the requirements of part 125 of this chapter, as appropriate. (3) A part 
135 certificate holder, provided the report meets the requirements of part 135 of 
the chapter, as appropriate. (e) A certificated repair station authorized to report 
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under paragraph (d) of this section must not report the same failure, 
malfunction, or defect under paragraph (a) of this section. A copy of the report 
submitted under paragraph (d) of this section must be forwarded to the 
certificate holder. 

a failure, malfunction, or defect under paragraph (d) of this section must not 
report the same failure, malfunction, or defect under paragraph (a) of this 
section. A copy of the report submitted under paragraph (d) of this section must 
be forwarded to the certificate holder. 

§ 145.223 FAA inspections. (a) A certificated repair station must allow the 
FAA to inspect that repair station at any time to determine compliance with this 
chapter.(b) A certificated repair station may not contract for the performance of 
a maintenance function on an article with a noncertificated person unless it 
provides in its contract with the noncertificated person that the FAA may make 
an inspection and observe the performance of the noncertificated person's work 
on the article.(c) A certificated repair station may not return to service any 
article on which a maintenance function was performed by a noncertificated 
person if the noncertificated person does not permit the FAA to make the 
inspection described in paragraph (b) of this section. 

§ 145.1223 FAA inspections. (a) A certificated repair station must allow the 
FAA to inspect that repair station at any time to determine compliance with this 
chapter. (b) A certificated repair station may not contract for the performance of 
a maintenance function on an article with a noncertificated person unless it 
provides in its contract with the noncertificated person that the FAA may make 
an inspection and observe the performance of the noncertificated person’s work 
on the article. (c) A certificated repair station may not approve for return to 
service any article on which a maintenance function was performed by a 
noncertificated person if the noncertificated person does not permit the FAA to 
make the inspection described in paragraph (b) of this section. 
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