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April XX, 2011

The Honorable [Insert Senator’s First and Last Name]
U.S. Senator

Washington, DC 20510

ADOPT THE HOUSE FAA BILL’S MAINTENANCE PROVISIONS IN CONFERENCE NEGOTIATIONS

Dear Senator [Insert Senator’s Last Name]:

As [enter title] at [enter company name] based in [enter city/state], I am writing to urge you to encourage Senate conferees negotiating the final Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reauthorization bill to adopt the House-passed repair station and noncertificated maintenance provider language.

My company is an FAA-certificated part 145 repair station that [describe company in no more than a sentence].  [Enter company name] employs over [enter number of employees] workers.  That is only a small percentage of the 274,000 employees working in the U.S. aviation maintenance industry, which generates $39 billion in annual economic impact (please see attached chart for the economic impact of the aviation maintenance industry in our state).

The noncertificated maintenance (Sec. 315) and repair station (Sec. 316) provisions in the House-approved FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act (H.R. 658) will ensure effective government oversight without undermining the competiveness of the U.S. aviation maintenance industry.

In particular, the House noncertificated maintenance would achieve the same objectives as the Senate-passed language. However, the House provision is more consistent with current regulatory terminology and industry practice.  Because it would create confusion and inconsistencies in FAA enforcement policy, the Senate language would be less effective in achieving the same goal.

Additionally, the House FAA reauthorization bill mandates risk-based inspections of foreign repair stations, allowing the efficient allocation of limited FAA resources.  The Senate also implements a risk-based system; however, the Senate bill would require that every part 145 repair station inside and outside the United States be inspected twice annually by FAA inspectors (unless an international aviation safety agreement dictated an alternative oversight regime).

Mandating inspections for the sole sake of having more inspections does nothing to improve aviation safety.  Indeed, it could actually undermine safety by diverting the FAA’s extremely limited resources from focusing on those facilities that need the most oversight.  Therefore, the House provision would more effectively achieve the House and Senate’s shared goal of an even safer civil aviation system.
In sum, the House maintenance provisions will more efficiently allocate limited FAA resources while allowing the aviation maintenance industry to build on its exemplary safety record and positive impact in communities across the nation. The House provisions would also better ensure the continued vitality of an industry that helps air carriers be more efficient and safe, has a $2.4 billion positive balance of trade, employs 274,000 American workers, and annually contributes $39 billion to the U.S. economy.
For all the foregoing reasons, I respectfully urge you to work with your colleagues in conference to adopt the language contained in Sec. 315 and Sec. 316 of the House-approved FAA reauthorization legislation.

Sincerely,

	Attached:
	Aviation Maintenance Industry Employment and Economic Impact State-by-State Chart 


Aviation Maintenance Industry Employment and Economic Impact
	State
	Aviation Maintenance Industry Employment
	Aviation Maintenance Industry Economic Activity ($M USD)

	
	Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
	Total Employment (MRO plus Parts Manufacturing/

Distribution)
	MRO
	Total Economic Activity (MRO plus Parts Manufacturing/

Distribution)

	
	FAA-Certificated

Repair Station


	Air Carrier

(Base and Line Maintenance)
	
	
	

	AK
	518
	912
	1,435
	$147.9
	$149.6

	AL
	5,836
	112
	6,046
	$615.2
	$656.5

	AR
	3,254
	22
	3,351
	$338.8
	$363.8

	AZ
	5,849
	2,227
	13,445
	$835.3
	$2,700.0

	CA
	30,670
	2,709
	37,566
	$3,452.5
	$5,004.6

	CO
	1,340
	614
	2,008
	$202.1
	$220.1

	CT
	7,503
	89
	12,109
	$785.3
	$2,290.9

	DE
	1,122
	0
	1,170
	$116.1
	$132.1

	FL
	16,658
	1,659
	20,191
	$1,894.6
	$2,683.9

	GA
	11,173
	1,414
	13,741
	$1,301.9
	$1,704.9

	HI
	140
	718
	863
	$88.7
	$90.4

	IA
	3,003
	68
	5,156
	$317.6
	$1,019.3

	ID
	471
	103
	593
	$59.4
	$65.7

	IL
	4,121
	1,810
	6,833
	$613.5
	$937.5

	IN
	3,127
	180
	3,888
	$342.0
	$535.7

	KS
	7,029
	98
	9,792
	$737.2
	$1,647.2

	KY
	709
	904
	1,657
	$166.8
	$181.5

	LA
	2,354
	127
	2,589
	$256.6
	$292.6

	MA
	1,740
	746
	2,659
	$257.1
	$314.8

	MD
	1,338
	128
	1,622
	$151.6
	$203.6

	ME
	884
	25
	984
	$94.0
	$119.0

	MI
	4,322
	705
	5,676
	$520.0
	$749.6

	MN
	2,235
	561
	3,054
	$289.2
	$375.2

	MO
	2,349
	367
	2,852
	$280.9
	$326.3

	MS
	838
	45
	964
	$91.3
	$118.3

	MT
	363
	14
	393
	$39.0
	$44.3

	NC
	3,601
	1,131
	5,504
	$489.4
	$746.8

	ND
	187
	17
	261
	$21.1
	$40.1

	NE
	1,205
	69
	1,311
	$131.8
	$144.1

	NH
	554
	34
	690
	$60.8
	$94.8

	NJ
	2,593
	196
	3,522
	$288.5
	$564.3

	NM
	604
	67
	729
	$69.4
	$88.7

	NV
	671
	384
	1,122
	$109.1
	$131.5

	NY
	6,112
	2,260
	9,462
	$865.9
	$1,275.1

	OH
	4,710
	1,885
	8,382
	$682.1
	$1,277.8

	OK
	13,090
	99
	13,485
	$1,364.2
	$1,462.8

	OR
	1,508
	435
	1,978
	$201.0
	$212.6

	PA
	2,904
	1,219
	4,661
	$426.5
	$605.8

	RI
	294
	0
	402
	$30.4
	$66.4

	SC
	2,358
	185
	2,661
	$263.0
	$302.4

	SD
	66
	24
	188
	$9.3
	$42.0

	TN
	2,049
	2,520
	5,109
	$472.6
	$734.1

	TX
	25,057
	4,523
	32,673
	$3,059.5
	$4,430.0

	UT
	338
	722
	1,301
	$109.6
	$215.0

	VA
	1,287
	108
	2,635
	$144.3
	$588.5

	VT
	169
	22
	363
	$19.8
	$77.1

	WA
	8,353
	841
	13,898
	$951.0
	$2,585.6

	WI
	1,728
	212
	2,085
	$200.7
	$249.0

	WV
	1,448
	0
	1,470
	$149.8
	$157.1

	WY
	81
	14
	105
	$9.8
	$13.2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	199,913
	33,324
	274,634
	$24,124
	$39,032


Last update: April 2010.  Developed by AeroStrategy for ARSA based on analysis of 2009 federal government and industry data.  For more information, contact ARSA Legislative Counsel Daniel Fisher at daniel.fisher@arsa.org or 703.739.9543.
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