May XX, 2011
The Honorable Maria Cantwell
c/o Michael Daum
311 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

ADOPT THE HOUSE FAA BILL’S MAINTENANCE PROVISIONS IN CONFERENCE NEGOTIATIONS
Dear Senator Cantwell:

As [enter title] at [enter company name] based in [enter city/state], I am writing to urge Senate conferees negotiating the final Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reauthorization bill to adopt the House-passed repair station and noncertificated maintenance provider language.
My company is an FAA-certificated part 145 repair station that [describe company in no more than a sentence].  [Enter company name] employs over [enter number of employees] workers.  That is only a small percentage of the 13,898 employees working in Washington’s aviation maintenance industry, which generates over $2.5 billion in annual economic impact.

The noncertificated maintenance (Sec. 315) and repair station (Sec. 316) provisions in the House-approved FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act (H.R. 658) will ensure effective government oversight without undermining the competiveness of the U.S. aviation maintenance industry.

In particular, the House noncertificated maintenance would achieve the same objectives as the Senate-passed language. However, the House provision is more consistent with current regulatory terminology and industry practice.  Because it would create confusion and inconsistencies in FAA enforcement policy, the Senate language would be less effective in achieving the same goal.
Additionally, the House FAA reauthorization bill mandates risk-based inspections of foreign repair stations, allowing the efficient allocation of limited FAA resources.  The Senate also implements a risk-based system; however, the Senate bill would require that every part 145 repair station inside and outside the United States be inspected twice annually by FAA inspectors (unless an international aviation safety agreement dictated an alternative oversight regime).
Mandating inspections for the sole sake of having more inspections does nothing to improve aviation safety.  Indeed, it could actually undermine safety by diverting the FAA’s extremely limited resources from focusing on those facilities that need the most oversight.  Therefore, the House provision would more effectively achieve the House and Senate’s shared goal of an even safer civil aviation system.
In sum, the House maintenance provisions will more efficiently allocate limited FAA resources while allowing the aviation maintenance industry to build on its exemplary safety record and positive impact in communities across the nation. The House provisions would also better ensure the continued vitality of an industry that helps air carriers be more efficient and safe, has a $2.4 billion positive balance of trade, employs 274,000 American workers, and annually contributes $39 billion to the U.S. economy.
For all the foregoing reasons, I respectfully urge you to work with your colleagues in conference to adopt the language contained in Sec. 315 and Sec. 316 of the House-approved FAA reauthorization legislation.

Sincerely,

	Attached:
	Washington Fact Sheet of Aviation Maintenance Industry’s Economic Impact
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Washington Aviation Maintenance Industry Fact Sheet
The civil aviation maintenance sector is an important part of the aerospace industry and U.S. economy.  Nationwide, civil aviation maintenance companies employ 274,634 workers and the industry’s economic impact is $39 billion per year.  The industry also has a strong, positive balance of trade, estimated at $2.4 billion per year.

Independent repair stations account for the majority of the industry’s jobs and economic activity.  Repair stations collectively employ 199,913 workers.  These companies, the majority of which are small businesses, are closely regulated and receive their “license to do business” (known as a repair station certificate) from the Federal Aviation Administration.  Repair stations are highly specialized and get better return on investment in training, equipment, facilities, etc.  Airlines therefore rely on them to reduce costs while achieving the highest level of safety.

Aviation maintenance is an important part of the economy in Washington:

· Repair stations in Washington employ 8,353 workers.

· The aviation maintenance industry (repair stations, plus airline base and line maintenance, and parts distribution and manufacturing) employs 13,898 workers in Washington.

· The annual impact of repair stations and airline base and line maintenance on Washington’s economy is $951 million.

· The aviation maintenance industry’s total annual impact on Washington’s economy is $2.586 billion.

This information was developed by AeroStrategy for the Aeronautical Repair Station Association (ARSA) based on 2009 government and industry data.  ARSA is an Alexandria, Virginia-based trade association that represents aviation maintenance and manufacturing companies. The association has a distinguished 25-year record of advocating for repair stations and providing regulatory compliance assistance to the industry.  More information about ARSA is available at http://www.arsa.org.

This document, fact sheets for other states and recent economic reports about the aviation maintenance industry are available at http://www.arsa.org/node/626.

For more information contact ARSA Legislative Counsel Daniel Fisher at 703.739.9543 or daniel.fisher@arsa.org.
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