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Ernst Biamby  
Principal Maintenance Inspector  
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2895 SW 145th Avenue 

 

Miramar, Florida  33027-4226  
  
Re: Part Specific Training 
 
Dear Mr. Biamby: 
 
It has come to the attention of the Aeronautical Repair Station Association (ARSA) that 
you are requesting repair stations obtain part specific training from original equipment 
manufacturers (OEMs) despite the fact that this issue was raised and resolved last year. 
Please find attached (1) a letter from the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) policy 
division in headquarters providing an answer to an ARSA query on the matter and      
(2) a memorandum to your office specifying that neither the regulation nor FAA internal 
guidance require “part specific” training. 
 
Apparently, you believe these letters are no longer effective due to the issuance of a 
memorandum from John Duncan that previous policy statements are no longer 
applicable unless in the Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS), 
i.e., Order 8900.1, or otherwise available through the FAA’s web site. The fact is that 
violations of regulations must be based upon 14 Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR), 
not policy or advisory material. Whether or not the attached letters still carry weight or 
authority, the regulations certainly continue to be applicable to both the regulator and 
the regulated. 
 
The requirements for personnel knowledge and for approved training programs are set 
forth quite clearly in 14 CFR part 145. The bottom line is that any individual performing 
maintenance tasks must (1) be capable of performing those functions and (2) perform 
the work in accordance with 14 CFR part 43. Your continued insistence that repair 
stations ensure individuals obtain “part specific training from the OEM” is inappropriate 
as it is not supported by the regulation or publicly-available policy. 
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It is also our understanding that you are particularly hostile to repair stations on this 
issue and are specifically derogatory to members of ARSA. Indeed, they fear retaliation 
merely because I am bringing this matter to your attention. If their fears are based upon 
verifiable facts, we would request your consideration of this matter in a calm and 
professional manner so further negative exchanges may be avoided. On the other hand, 
if your insistence is based upon a particular concern that can be addressed by a best 
practice or objective standard, ARSA would be happy to engage you on making any 
improvement to aviation safety. 
 
Your Servant, 

 
Sarah MacLeod 
Executive Director 
 
 
Enclosures: July 29, 2013 Memorandum to ASO-230 from AFS-300 
 July 29, 2013 Letter to ARSA from AFS-300 
   
cc: Roy Shelton Roy.shelton@faa.gov 
 Sergio Lopez Sergio.lopez@faa.gov 
 Kim O. Davies Kim.o.davies@faa.gov 
 Steven Douglas Steven.w.douglas@faa.gov 
 Darcy Reed Darcy.d.reed@faa.gov 
 Carlos A. Quiles Carlos.quiles@faa.gov 
 John S. Duncan John.s.duncan@faa.gov 
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